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Who we are 

The BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils (BCCPAC) is 
recognized as the collective voice of parents regarding public school 
education in BC. Every public school Parent Advisory Council (PAC) and 
District Parent Advisory Council (DPAC) in the province is eligible for 
membership. BCCPAC is a charitable non-profit organization registered 
under the BC Society Act. 

BCCPAC purposes are… 

Advancing public school education and the well-being of children of the 
province of BC. 

To carry on activities promoting and enhancing meaningful parent 
participation in an advisory role at the school, school district and 
provincial level. 

Our Voice 

Subscriptions to Our Voice are included with PAC and DPAC membership. 
If you are not a BCCPAC member but would like to subscribe to Our Voice, 
please contact our office. To submit articles or article ideas, please email 
ourvoice@bccpac.bc.ca 

Advertising 

For current rates, please visit our website at www.bccpac.bc.ca or 
contact our office. 

Publication and Copyright 

Our Voice is published by BCCPAC. The views expressed in Our Voice are 
those of the author and are for member information only. Content may be 
copied and distributed with an acknowledgement of Our Voice as the 
source unless otherwise noted. 

Contact Us 

BCCPAC                 
Suite 200 - 4170 Still Creek Drive                                                 
Burnaby, BC  V5C 6C6                                                          
Phone (604) 687-4433   Toll free 1-(866)-529-4397                                                  
Fax (604) 687-4488       Email: info@bccpac.bc.ca 

 

 

www.bccpac.ca 
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Thanks to the BCCPAC News 
Magazine Committee for their hard 
work putting this edition of Our 
Voice together. Current committee 
members are Deborah Garrity, 
Cathy Jewett, Wendy Harris and 
Susan Wilson. 
 
Thank you to all BCCPAC 
volunteers for their continued 
support and to our advertisers who 
contribute to BCCPAC through 
their purchase of advertisements 
and inserts. 

Cover page photograph by: 
Larry Wright, THE RECORD. 
Used with permission. 
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Our Voice

Pac World 

   
CCURRENT BCCPAC BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 
Terry Berting, President, SD#41, Burnaby 
 
Ann Whiteaker, Past President, SD#61, Victoria 
 
John Puddifoot, 1st Vice, SD#39, Vancouver 
 
Nicole Makohoniuk, 2nd Vice, SD#22, Vernon 
 
Susan Wilson, Treasurer, SD#08, Kootenay Lake 
 
Wendy Harris, Secretary, SD#40, New Westminster 
 
Angie Carlyle, Director, SD#69, Qualicum 
 
Ayesha Haider, Director, SD#41, Burnaby 
 
Bonnie Krisher, Director, SD#71, Comox Valley 
 
Liz Therres, Director, SD#23, Central Okanagan 
  

 CCONGRATULATIONS 
BBX ELEMENTARY!  

 
Early Bird 

Membership Draw
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A Field Guide to the 
Identification of 
Pebbles

Down at the Seaweed Cafe

Roll On: Rick Hansen Wheels Around the World

Between Heaven and Earth (Seven the series)

Nutz!

ourvoice@bccpac.bc.ca 

ourvoice@bccpac.bc.ca
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What is Bill 22? 

Education 
Services Collective Agreement Act 
Public Education Flexibility and Choice Act 

What Bill 22 does: 
 

UPDATE: Agreement reached and ratified. 

 

 

 

UPDATE: The funding for the LIF was 
increased in the first year to $60 million adding the 
$30 million in savings during the BCTF job action.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Bill 22 does not: 
 

 UPDATE: Agreement reached and 
ratified.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on Page 25 

Bill 22: The Education Improvement Act Information Sheet  
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Are you a brand new or returning member of a 
PAC or DPAC Executive? Are you looking for 
some ideas on what to do and how to do it?  
Here is a simple guide from ‘PAC World’ to help 
you out! 
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Money Talks 

Direct Access Grants for PACs and DPACs 

Applying for a Community Gaming Grant

 
 
 
 

Gaming.Grants@gov.bc.ca  

Allocating Funds 

News 

Links to more info 

Here's to all volunteers, those dedicated 
people who believe in all work and no pay.  
~Robert Orben 
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Friday October 19  
Duchess Park Secondary School, 747 Winnipeg St 

 

7 Optional Event  

Take a tour of the newly built Duchess Park Secondary 

School and engage in a dialogue about New Graduation 

Requirements. Network with parents and enjoy light 

refreshments. 
 

Saturday October 20 
Civic Centre, 808 Civic Plaza 

Registration and Exhibitors  
 

 Welcome 
 

 with
 
10:30 am Workshop Sessions  

A:  

B:   

C:   

D:   

 

 
11:45 am Workshop Sessions 
E:   

F:   

G:   

H:   
 
12:45 pm Lunch (provided)  
1:45 pm Workshop Sessions  

I:   

J:   

K:   

L:   
  
3:00 pm Workshop Sessions  

M:   

N:   

O:   

P:   
 

 Closing Dialogue
 Closing remarks, door prizes, etc. 

2012 BCCPAC

Civic Centre, Prince George 

Tickets:  (including lunch) 

Please visit www.bccpac.bc.ca for detailed information on workshops, travel 
subsidies, registration forms, special group rates and accommodation or call the
BCCPAC office Toll Free at 1-866-529-4397, Lower Mainland 604-687-4433 

www.bccpac.bc.ca 
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Special Olympics: Revealing the Champion in All of Us  
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http://www.specialolympics.bc.ca/connect-

share/community-map 

Continued on Page 36 
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Meet Keely (nee Paul) George: 2012 Graduate 
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Continued from previous page 

 

Keely and Lucy, 2012  
Continued on Page 34
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    Dear Dottie 
Do you have a concern or question for Dottie? 
Please email ourvoice@bccpac.bc.ca  

Dear Waiting,

I expect that a bar of soap will not be required as a 
private and personal conversation will probably get 
you the result you are looking for. Often people do 
not realize they are doing something that offends or 
hurts others until someone tells them. Since she is a 
great PAC Chair, I am sure she will take your 
comment in the spirit intended and will do her best 
to alter her language so that others will feel more 
comfortable and welcome as members of the PAC.  
In fact, she might be surprised that no one said 
anything about this sooner! 

Dear I Need, 

All kids receive something from the school system 
and it is up to parents to speak up and help out 
when and where we can. It does, after all, take a 
village to raise a child.  

Respite one weekend a month and a full time SEA at 
school are two very different support services.  
When a parent is asking for more support at school, 
this does not always cost the district extra money. 

 What kind of support does the child need and what 
can be done either through the school or the 
community to help provide that support? Can 
neighbours, family and friends help? Do the parents 
need more information to learn what is available or 
what they can do to support the child? 

 Every district in the province is challenged with 
special needs programs and supports costing more 
than the funding allocated to the district, 
unfortunately this is a reality of the times in which 
we live. Many districts are offering amazing 
services and have come up with very creative 
solutions with the limited funding they do have. You 
might want to take the time to do some research in 
your district and others in an effort to provide 
information, support and options to this family.   

Dear Bored,

When you speak to quality of a PAC meeting you 
could be referring to how the meeting is being 

Continued on page 34 
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BCCPAC 2012 Spring  

““BBeing at the AGM also reaffirmed to me 
tthe importance of parent leadership in 
eeducation.”” 

“I always come away from the 
cconference feeling renewed 
and energized.” 
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Conference and AGM 

 

 

 

 

 

““IIt’s great to get together with so 
mmany parents who really care 
aabout their children’s school not 
jjust for their own children but 
ffor all children.””  

““This was my first time at a BCCPAC 
cconference. I really enjoyed meeting many 
nnew friends, attending workshops and 
llistening to speakers.”  
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Creating Our Voice: BCCPAC Resolutions 
Do you have an educational matter you wish were implemented in the curriculum? Does your PAC or DPAC have specific concerns 
that you hope others never have to deal with or that remain unresolved in your district? Is there a part of the School Act you would 
like to see amended? If so, here is a guide on how to nurture, define and develop your idea or concern into a resolution and what 
happens if your resolution is accepted by the BCCPAC membership. 

How is a BCCPAC resolution born? 

Homework                                                                                                                                                                               

 

 

http://www.bcsta.org:8080/docushare/dsweb/View/Collection-9637
 http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/legislation/schoollaw/revisedstatutescontents.pdf
 

http://www.bccpac.bc.ca/resolutions 
  
  

Position paper                                                                                                                                                                         
 

 
 
 

Continued on page 28
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The Bev Hosker Motivational Award for a new or newly 
involved parent taking on a leadership role was created 
to honour Bev Hosker (1955-2003), a past BCCPAC 
Director and tireless advocate for parents and students 
in the BC public education system.

 
Debbie Therrien 

 

Debbie Therrien (SD05), BCCPAC President Terry Berting 

The George Matthews Award for excellence in parent 
leadership was created to honour George Edwin 
Matthews (1941-2001) who provided unwavering 
support through his years as the Ministry of Education 
liaison with BCCPAC. 

 
Bob Holmes Paul Johansen

 

Bob Holmes (SD36), President Terry Berting, Past President Ann Whiteaker, 
Paul Johansen (SD40)

Bob Holmes

 

Congratulations to our 2012 BCCPAC Award winners! 
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Paul Johansen

The BCCPAC Educational Award honours Ona Mae 
Roy, president of the BC Home and School and Parent-
Teacher Federation (now the BC Confederation of 
Parent Advisory Councils) from 1978 to 1980. The 
Award is granted annually to a well-rounded student in 
Grade 12 who is involved and interested in many things 
and has an understanding of the importance of parent 
involvement in education. 

Geri Schindler   

Do you have a parent or student in your district you 
would like to nominate for the 2013 awards? Please visit 
the BCCPAC website (www.bccpac.bc.ca) for details or 
email BCCPAC Director and Awards Committee Chair 
Bonnie Krisher at bonniekrisher@bccpac.bc.ca  

 

 
 
 

 

Continued from Page 8 

What does Bill 22 mean in the long run? 

 

Quick links to more information 

http://www.leg.bc.ca/39th4th/3rd_read/gov22-
3.htm

http://www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws_new/
document/ID/freeside/96412_00 

http://www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws_new/
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Terry Berting

Ann Whiteaker

John Puddifoot

Nicole Makohoniuk
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Susan Wilson

 

Wendy Harris

 

Angie Carlyle

 

Ayesha Haider

 Bonnie Krisher

 Liz Therres

 

“Parents need quality service that is consistent no matter where 
they are in the province.” Ann Whiteaker, 2012. 
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Continued from page 23 

Submitting a resolution                                                                                                                                                     

 

Resolutions Committee                                                                                                                                                      

 

Voting on resolutions at the AGM                                                                                                                                   

What happens once a resolution is passed at the BCCPAC AGM?                                                                             
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My Favourite Teacher: High School 
English teacher Sam Roddan, New 
Westminster  

ourvoice@bccpac.bc.ca
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Lice Wars 

Pediculus humanus capitus

Comb, comb, comb! 

Removing Head Lice Safely

My child was banned from school because of lice, what 
do we do? 

 

Why did the chicken cross the playground?  

!edils rehto eht ot teg oT : rewsnA 
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Some of My Parenting Wishes for 
This Year  by Chris Kennedy 

Chris Kennedy is the Superintendent of Schools / CEO with the West Vancouver School 
District (West Vancouver, BC). One of the most progressive voices in BC education, 
Kennedy is a writer and presenter on personalized learning and infusing technology in the 
classroom. Chris balances his professional passions with life as the father of four children 
under the age of ten. To read his full post, please go to http://cultureofyes.ca/ 

Communication  
                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Homework 

 
Create Some Space 
                                                                                                                                                                                               

  
   
What Really Matters 
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Dear Dottie (continued from page 19) 

 

Meet Keely George (continued from Page 16)

ourvoice@bccpac.bc.ca
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Pebbles in the Water 
Share the Spirit of giving in your community and make a difference!

they

 

ourvoice@bccpac.bc.ca

How wonderful that no 
one need wait a single 
moment to improve the 
world.  Anne Frank (1929-
1945) 
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Special Olympics continued from Page 14 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Olympics BC                                                         
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1 13 
2 14 
3 15 
4 16 
5 17 
6 18 
7 19 
8 Kids Without  

Lunch
20 

9 21 
10 22 
11 23 
12 24 Are there other ways or ideas on how to volunteer at  

your school? Please email ourvoice@bccpac.bc.ca 

24 ways to volunteer at your child’s school 
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Register your membership online at www.bccpac.bc.ca 
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Did you know the BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils (BCCPAC) is the largest 
educational partner group in British Columbia?  BCCPAC members include Parent Advisory 
Councils (PACs), District Parent Advisory Councils (DPACs), Life, Honorary and Associate 
members.   

Becoming a member means joining a strong network of parents from around the province 
advocating for change and improvements in order to help make every child's hopes, dreams 
and learning potential become a reality. 

Not a BCCPAC member? 

You are still welcome and encouraged to access all resources produced and distributed by 
BCCPAC to support the parent voice at all levels. 

All BCCPAC members… 

 Have access to parent education opportunities, at a reduced rate, including spring and 
regional conferences, providing great networking opportunities. 

 Receive information directly through regular Newsbytes, an email newsletter on 
educational programs, changes, opportunities for input and what is happening in our 
public education system today. 

 Receive the newsmagazine, Our Voice. 
 Have access to the members’ only section of the BCCPAC website. 

If membership is received prior to December 15, PAC and DPAC members… 

 Have the right to bring forward and vote on resolutions at the Annual General Meeting 
(AGM). 

 Have the right to nominate and elect the BCCPAC Board of Directors representing the 
collective voice of the membership at the Provincial level.  


