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Principal:  Mrs. Stella Graves 

Box 160, 2350 Alberni Hwy.,     Telephone:  250-248-9921 
Coombs, BC       Fax:             250-248-4131 
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Our Mission Statement:  At French Creek Community School, children, parents, staff and community promote a safe 
environment where learning is valued.  Together, through respect and encouragement, we work creatively to develop the 

knowledge, skills and attitudes of tomorrow. 
 
FCCS Web Site:  http://www.sd69.bc.ca/school/FCCS  District Web Site:  http://www.sd69.bc.ca  
 
Goal 1:  Literacy: -To increase student achievement in literacy skills with an emphasis on reading comprehension and 
conventions of writing.    Goal 2: Numeracy - To improve student performance in numeracy. 

 
Emergency Preparedness:  Our School Emergency Preparedness Plan includes processes for caring for students up to 
72 hours if needed.  If there are any changes to your contact and emergency information, please keep us informed. 

 
 

Newsletter # 1 September 11, 2009 
 

 

Welcome Back! 
 
The staff at French Creek Community School would like to welcome all students and 
their families back from summer holidays.  We would like to extend a special welcome 
to the new families who have joined our school and community.  We hope you will find 
French Creek Community School to be a safe and caring environment in which your 
children will learn and grow.   
 
We encourage parents to participate as fully as possible in the programs at the school, 
in classroom activities, and be involved in the Parent Advisory Council (PAC). 
 
Please contact the school if you have questions or information about your children that 

will assist us in responding to their needs and supporting them in their learning. 
 
Included with this newsletter is the Welcome Back booklet published by School District 69.  It contains 
important school and district dates, information, and policies.  Please take moment to look through the 
publication and keep it on hand for reference throughout the year.  Also included are the French Creek 
Community School Code of Conduct, IAP Kids Plus Accident Insurance, and information on the H1N1 
Influenza.  Please read this with your child.  

 
 

Once again, weôd like to thank Anne Raffle for her dedication and hard work over the 
summer, presenting us with a shiny clean school to start off a new school year!  

 
 
 

 
CHANGES TO BUSSING REGISTRATION 
As in past years, students requesting transportation service must have a bus pass.  However, unlike 

past years, not all students will be eligible for bus service.  The District has had to reduce its bus fleet by 8 
busses which has resulted in a complete redesign of its transportation system.  To do this, the District will 
enforce walk limits to 3.2 km for kindergarten to Grade 5, 4.0 km for Grades 6 to 8 and 4.8 km for Grades 9 ï 
12.  The system has been designed to assure transportation to their neighbourhood school for students living 
outside of the walk limits.  Please see our website at www.sd69.bc.ca and click on ñTransportation Informationò 
to view the walk limits and collection points for your school.  
 
Eligible riders are those students living outside the walk limits of their neighbourhood school.  Registration fee 
for these riders is $40 per student.  Courtesy riders are those riders who live within the walk limits of their 
neighbourhood school or who are cross-boundary; that is, attend a school other than their neighbourhood 
school. Transportation for courtesy riders will depend on whether there is room on the bus after eligible riders 
have registered.  Priority will be given to the youngest student living furthest from their neighbourhood school, 
but within the walk limit. Registration fee for courtesy riders is $100 per student. 
 

PLEASE REGISTER BY SEPTEMBER 11, 2009. 
 

After September 11, 2009, all applications, whether they are from eligible or courtesy riders, will be considered 
on the same basis.  PREFERENCE MAY NOT BE GIVEN TO STUDENTS LIVING OUTSIDE OF THE WALK 
LIMITS IF THE APPLICATION IS RECEIVED AFTER SEPTEMBER 11, 2009. 
 

http://www.sd69.bc.ca/school/FCCS
http://www.sd69.bc.ca/
http://www.sd69.bc.ca/


 
 
 
 

Meet the Teacher Night ï Join us on September 24 at 6 p. to meet your childôs teacher, 
French Creek School Staff and your PAC executive for a corn roast and refreshments. 
 

 
School Staff - As you are aware, there have been staff changes.  I welcome former and 
new staff members, Lara Dodds, Erin Dahle, and Terry Poirier to our school and look 
forward to working together to enhance the learning of all students at the school. 

 
French Creek Community School Staff 2009-2010 

  

Principal Stella Graves 

Kindergarten Lara Dodds 

Grades 1 Louise Cleland 

Grades 2 and 3 Karen Strong 

Grades 3 and 4 Debra Stocker and Erin Dahle 

Grade 5 Paul Anders 

Music Kathy Robinson 

P.E. Kathy Dutton 

Counsellor Lis Kroeker 

Special Ed Resource Teachers Marion Hopkins  
 

Speech and Language Colleen Wawrykow 

First Nations Liaison Rosalind Shafi 

Education Assistants Tammy McArthur 
Trina Gayse 
Joanne Kumitch-Huxter 
Terry Poirier  

Noon Hour Supervisors Lance Hughes 

Secretary Rose-Ellen Graham 

Librarian Ev Wur 

Library Clerk Pennie Kilback 

Custodian Anne Raffle 

Learning Assistance Stella Graves 

 

Morning Supervision - Playground supervision will begin at 7:45 a.m.  Prior to this time, no 
supervision is provided, therefore we ask students to arrive no earlier on the playground.  In inclement 
weather, doors will open at 7:45 a.m. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

248 - 9921  -  Absent or Late Procedures - Due to safety concerns, please phone the school 

to notify us of absences or lates.  Students who arrive late must check in at the office before proceeding to 
class. Students who are late miss important introductory activities.  
 
Please encourage your child to be punctual.  If your child must go to a different location after school, please 
write a note to the classroom teacher.  Office Hours - Secretarial staff is available from 8:00 a.m. until 2:30 
p.m. 
 

Criminal Record Check - This is a reminder that all parents who plan to help out in classrooms, 
or who plan on attending a school field trip, must have a Criminal Record Check done at the 
Parksville RCMP office. Forms may be picked up at the RCMP Office or the school office. There is 
no charge to you as a parent/volunteer.  One piece of picture ID is required.  Once the check is 

completed you must pick it up from the RCMP office and return the form to the school. 
 

Illness 
 

 Communicable Diseases 
Please report all serious communicable diseases to the school (248-9921) and the Public Health Unit 
(248-2044).  For the H1N1 influenza you can call HealthLink BC at 8-1-1, 24 hours a day/seven days a 
week to speak to a nurse if you have more questions. 
 

 Students with Medical Problems 
Please note, it is the responsibility of parents/guardians to make the childôs school aware of any life 
threatening medical problems your child/children may have.  This includes any changes in conditions 
for those students already on our medical alert file.  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 School staff cannot give medication to a student or supervise them self-medicating for a short-term 
illness unless written permission is received from the studentôs doctor.  Please make every attempt to 
make arrangements that do not involve school staff.  Where no other arrangements are possible or the 
medication is to be issued on a long-term basis, please contact the school to obtain an authorization 
form.   

 
 
 
Mother Goose Program - Our Mother Goose Program will be running again this year in our 
library.  The new times and dates will be Tuesdays, 10:15 a.m. to 10:45.a.m.  Mother Goose will 

sing songs, read stories and rhymes, and you will get a chance to join in, meet some friends, and 
even take out a library book 

 

Popcorn Days - Popcorn days will be on Wednesdays this year.  The price is 50 cents per bag.  
Thank you to Joanne Loring for volunteering to run this program for our school. 
 

 
Daycare - Call us if you are looking for daycare.  Information at the school office. 
 

 
 

 
Healthy Kids Dental Benefits for Low Income Families - This Provincial Dental Benefits 

Program provides all basic treatment, checkups and cleanings for children 0-18 years.  To be 
eligible, the family must not have a dental plan and receive, or be eligible to receive assistance with 

medical premiums with the Medical Services Plan of B.C.  If medical coverage is a benefit of your employment 
and you work part time or have a low family income, your children may still be eligible.  Pamphlets describing 
the program are available in the school office or at the Health Unit. Call the local Health Unit Dental Program 
for more information or assistance. (250) 755-3332. 
 

Head Lice ï Head Lice are an ongoing problem internationally.  You can have head lice and not know.  Lice 

move fast in dry hair and are easy to miss. Itching is not a reliable sign nor is the presence of visible nits. 

Conditioner and combing with lice come is the most effective way of finding and treating head lice.  Please 

check your childôs head, while soaked with conditioner on a weekly basis so he/she does not share this 

nuisance with others.  Do not wait for a notice home from the school to detect and treat lice.  If you have 

questions, please call the Parksville Health Unit at 248-2044.  
 
Smoke-Free Environmentð Policy # 4085 - The Board of School Trustees believes that all school district 
employees, students, visitors and volunteers have the right to a smoke-free environment.  All School District 
buildings, vehicles, buses, and properties, and all vehicles parked on school property are to be smoke-free.  
Smoking is not permitted at school or district sponsored events.   
 
 

 
   

 
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 69 (QUALICUM) 

 
STUDENT ACCIDENT INSURANCE 

 
The Qualicum School District does not insure expenses for student injuries that occur on school grounds 
or during school activities.  However, the School District does provide the opportunity for families to 
voluntarily purchase private accident insurance through the IAP Kids PlusTM Accident Insurance Program 
underwritten by Industrial-Alliance Pacific Life Insurance.   
 
All parents are encouraged to purchase Student Accident Insurance, either through their own insurance 
agent or through the Student Accident Insurance Policy. 
 
Applications from IAP Kids PlusTM are available in the main office or application can be made on-line at 
www.iapkidsplus.com 
 
Board of Education 
School District No. 69 (Qualicum) 

 
 
 
 

http://www.iapkidsplus.com/


 
 
 

 

 
 
 

PAC NEWS (Pare nt Advisory Council ) 

PAC Executives    

Chairperson Vice-Chairperson Secretary  Treasurer  

Sue Hiersemann Wendy Transolini  Angela Schulze  Joanne Loring  

Retiring Executives     

Chairperson Vice-Chairperson Secretary  Treasurer  

Brian Elliott  Sue Hiersemann Corinne Leonzio  Wendy Transolini  

 
Elections for SPC and DPAC will be postponed until October meeting. Budget, Meet the Teacher Night, 
Christmas Night, are among some of the important agenda items. 
 
The Parent Advisory Council plays an important role in our school.  If your child attends our school, you are 
automatically a PAC member.  There is nothing to sign and no dues to pay!  Parents are encouraged to attend 
the meetings to be an active part of the school community.  
 
Please join us for at the first PAC meeting which will be held at the school on Monday, September 14, 2009 at 
6:00 p.m. in the library.  The more parents who attend and help, the more success we have with our 
programs to support our school.  Please note there will be no child minding at this meeting 
 
Each year PAC is supportive of numerous activities contributing to a sense of school and community, bringing 
our students opportunities that would otherwise not exist.  We look forward to starting a new year of strong 
support and welcome, with enthusiasm and thanks, previous members and new members of our school and 
community.  
 

"éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
Dates to Remember 

The district calendar can be found on the SD 69 website: www.sd69.bc.ca 
 

School District 69  Qualicum  

French Creek Community School Calendar 2009 - 2010  
 

September 2009  14  PAC Meeting  

 18  Terry Fox Run  

 24  Meet the Teacher Night 6:00 p. m.  

 25  School -based Planning Day  
 

October  12  THANKSGIVING DAY  

 20  School Photos  

 23  Provincial Professional Development Day  

 30  FCCS School -based Professional Development Day  
 

November  11  REMEMBRANCE DAY  

 27  FCCS Reporting Day  
 

December  9 Christmas Concert  

 18  Last day of classes prior to Winter Break  

 21 -Jan 1  Winter  Break  
 

January 2010  4 Schoo ls re -open after Winter Break  
 

February  19  FCCS Reporting Day  

 22  District Professional Development Day  
 

March  5 Last day of classes prior to Spring Break  

 8-19  Spring Break  

 22  Schoo ls re -open after Spring Break  
 

Apr il  2  GOOD FRIDAY  

 5  EASTER MONDAY  

 30  District Professional Development Day  
 

May  24  VICTORIA DAY  

   
 

June  29  Final day for students  

 30  Administration Day  
 

French Creek Community School   
Length of School Day (School Start and End Times)  8:10 a.m . ï 2:02  

Office Hours  8:00 a.m. 2:30 p.m.  

The Number and length of recess, scheduled breaks and lunch to be 
provided in a school day  

20 min recess  
39 min lunch  

http://www.sd69.bc.ca/


 



 
 


