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Key Terms
Assessment is the process of collecting information on student progress and achievement using
a variety of tasks designed to monitor and improve student learning.
Formative Assessments are ongoing for the purpose of showing growth over time, determining
student needs, planning next steps in instruction, and providing students with descriptive
feedback.
Summative Assessments take place at the end of a period of learning for the purpose of
determining the extent to which learning has occurred.
Evaluation is the act of analyzing assessment information for the purpose of providing feedback
about student learning based on a broad-range of activities and tasks.
Reporting student progress occurs at predetermined points in the school year. Communicating
about student learning in this way is a more formal snapshot of student progress toward identified
learning outcomes and both curricular and core competencies.
Our District will continue to focus on developing effective tools and strategies for communicating
student learning. These efforts will be undertaken to ensure that both our formal and informal
means of communicating student learning support the principles and structures of the redesigned
curriculum and are congruent with the new interim reporting order. Opportunities for student,
parent and staff consultation will be accorded throughout the year.
Communicating Student Learning
Communicating student learning to parents will continue to be a strategic focus for the
District. Teachers will be using a variety of methods to engage with parents regarding their child’s
learning such as:

Parent conferences

Student-led conversations

Electronic or paper-based student portfolios

Class websites

Phone calls, emails or texts

Newsletters

Student agendas
The District will continue to support use of two technology-based tools to assist teachers in
carrying-out this work:

FreshGrade and Scholantis - professional learning opportunities will occur throughout
the year to assist interested teachers with implementation and to support their work with
these tools throughout the year.
Communicating student learning that is focused on formative assessment provides students and
families with: clear learning intentions, criteria for success, descriptive feedback that moves
learning forward, thoughtful questioning, self and peer assessment.
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There will be two opportunities for conferencing, the first in October/November and the second in
March/April.
Conferencing is a form of communicating student learning and schools will develop their own
schedule and format for how they are going to provide this opportunity for students and their
parents to be in conversation regarding individual student learning. Schools will communicate
with parents regarding the timing and structure of these opportunities for focused conversation.
It is important to note that parents will not limited to the scheduled conferencing opportunities.
We encourage parents to initiate communication with the teacher or make an appointment at
other times to discuss their child’s progress with the teacher.
Reporting/Informing
We will take the following approaches to reporting at the elementary and secondary levels:
Elementary
In addition to the ongoing communication of a child’s progress, parents can also expect to receive
two progress reports which will summarize previous communication regarding the child’s
achievement in the required areas of learning and include comments about their child’s progress
in relation to the curriculum competencies, identifying strengths and ways to support their child’s
learning.
The first progress report will summarize the child’s achievement in the required areas of learning
from September to January. The second progress report will summarize communication
regarding the child’s progress as a learner from February through June.
Curriculum planning and assessment are focused on the curricular competencies provided in
Provincial Curriculum documents. The progress reports will provide information about a child’s
progress in meeting these outcomes.
If a student leaves the school prior to the point where a formal report of the child’s learning has
been produced, one will be generated by the teacher and placed in that student’s file.
The tool we will be using to generate these elementary progress reports will continue to be
SSDAS.
For the sake of consistency, the information drawn from MyEdBC to support generation of
Permanent Student Records (as required by the School Act) will be changed to reflect this use
of Performance Standards Language to communicate student learning.
Secondary
In addition to the ongoing communication of a child’s progress, parents can also expect to receive
two progress reports which will include a summary of achievement and comments about their
child’s progress in relation to the curriculum competencies, identifying strengths and ways to
support their child’s learning.
If a student leaves the school prior to the point where a formal report of the child’s learning has
been produced, one will be generated by the teacher and placed in that student’s file.
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The tool we will be using to generate Secondary report cards will be MyEdBC.
Our District will continue its practice of using Performance Standards language on report cards
for K – 9 students. Letter grades will not be provided unless specifically requested by parents of
children in grades 4-9.
K-9 students will be supported to self-reflect on their progress in the area of Core Competencies.
This student reflection will comprise part of the final formal report at semester or year end.
Grade 8-9 teachers have the option of working either with Performance Standards language or
letter grades for reporting student learning for the 2016-17 school year.
Grades 10-12 teachers will be following similar processes to past years for formal reporting while
we develop options for bringing summative reporting more in line with the guiding principles of
the redesigned secondary curriculum currently scheduled for implementation during the 2018-19
school year.

References:
•
Student Reporting Policy (2016)
•
Ministerial Order 192/94, the Provincial Letter Grades Order
•
Ministerial Order 191/94, the Student Progress Report Order
•
Ministerial Order 190/91, the Permanent Student Record Order
•
Ministerial Order 295/95, the Required Areas of Study Order
•
Board Policy 5010: Communicating Student Learning
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