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School Website:  http://www.sd69.bc.ca/school/BSS 

We would like to acknowledge that École Ballenas Secondary exists on the shared traditional territory of 
the Snaw’naw’as and Qualicum First Nations. 

February 2026  

'uy' skweyul! (Good Day) to the Ballenas Community 

In addition to the district messaging that has been sent to all families regarding the tragic event that 
took place in Tumbler Ridge this week, we want to extend our deepest sympathies to the families, 
victims, students, school staff, first responders, and the entire community affected by this senseless 
tragedy. Our hearts are with all those impacted. Please reach out if you need support during 
this difficult time and remember to take care of one another. Counsellors and Child and Youth Care 
Workers are available for any students who may need someone to talk to or 
require additional support.   

As we step into February, there is always a sense of renewed energy in the building. A new semester 
brings fresh starts, new classes, and new opportunities for students to explore their interests and grow 
as learners. February is also a busy and exciting time as we begin planning for the 2026-27 school year—
supporting students in making thoughtful course selections and preparing for the year ahead. We are 
grateful for the continued partnership of our families and community, and we look forward to 
everything this month has in store.  

Semester two is now in full swing, and teachers will be reaching out this week to introduce themselves, 
share course information, and provide their preferred contact details. We believe open communication 
is key to student success, and these early touchpoints help set up a strong foundation for the months 
ahead. To support this connection even further, there is no FLEX or HR during the month of February.  

Learning Updates were sent home last Friday. If you have any questions about your child’s progress, 
please reach out to their teachers, counsellors, or the administrative team—we are here to help. Just a 
note that CLCA/B are graduation requirements; we will be checking in with all grade 12 students this 
month and next regarding their progress on their capstone projects.   

Last week’s grad photos marked the first big milestone on the road to graduation. It’s always an exciting 
moment, and we love seeing our students begin this special countdown together. Please continue to 
check our website regularly for all upcoming graduation dates and event details so you don’t miss 
any important information.  

Public Health will be here on February 26th for the annual Grade 10–12 Health Fair in the MPR. We 
deeply appreciate the time, care, and expertise the nursing team brings in supporting our students’ 
health and wellness journeys.  
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Parent–Teacher Conferences will take place on March 4th and 5th. Online bookings will open 
on Tuesday, February 17th. This is a great opportunity to connect with teachers, celebrate successes, 
and discuss strategies to support learning for the remainder of the year.  

Our Grade 11 students are currently completing the Youth Development Instrument (YDI) survey. This 
voluntary survey gathers valuable information that helps inform decisions and supports initiatives 
focused on youth health and well-being across the province.  

We are thrilled to invite you to support the Whalebone Theatre’s production of Footloose on: February 
17, 18, 19, 24, 25, and 26. Come cheer on our talented actors, dancers, musicians, and crew members 
who have poured countless hours into bringing this show to life.   

  

Our Winter athletics season has had many successes, and it is wrapping up soon.  Our Ballenas 
snowboard and ski team qualified for provincials which are held in Smithers later this month. Sr. Girls 
basketball placed 4th at the North Island’s tournament. Sr. Boys basketball is heading to the 
North Island's tournament this weekend in Timberline. Jr. Girl's basketball finished 3rd at the North 
Island’s tournament and are header to Islands at Shawnigan Lake this weekend. Jr. Boys basketball 
narrowly missed qualifying for the North Island’s tournament. Grade 8 girls and boys are off to districts 
this weekend: the girls' tournament being hosted here at Ballenas, and the boys’ tournament 
is being hosted at Barsby in Nanaimo. Upcoming Spring sports will showcase Ballenas teams in Jr. and 
Sr. girls' soccer, a golf team ready to hit the links, track and field looking to send athletes to 
the provincials again, and, of course, our Whalers Football team is always looking for new recruits.  

 Grade-based course selection assemblies are coming next week. Students will be guided through the 
course selection process, and counsellors will be available to answer questions and offer support as 
students begin planning their 2026–27 school year pathways.  

 A heartfelt thank you to all of our family schools who joined us for our Open House on February 5th. It 
is always inspiring to welcome future Whalers and to share the programs, people, and spirit that make 
Ballenas such a vibrant learning community.  

As we begin the new semester, we are taking time to remind students of our commitment 
to maintaining a Distraction-Free Learning Environment at Ballenas. We recognize the growing impact 
that personal digital devices can have on focused learning, classroom engagement, and online safety. To 
support student well-being and to ensure classrooms remain productive, personal digital devices 
are restricted during instructional time at BSS. There are important exceptions to this expectation, 
including:  

• when teachers request devices for instructional purposes,  

• when students require device access for accessibility or accommodation needs, and  

• when devices are needed for medical or health-related reasons.  

We encourage families and students to review our progressive response plan, which outlines how we 
support students in meeting these expectations. Thank you for working with us to create learning spaces 
where all students can focus, thrive, and feel safe.  

At a recent meeting, the Board of Education approved two elementary school catchment 
adjustments and deferred a proposed secondary school catchment change. This deferral 
allows additional time for reflection and potential consideration by the next Board. More information 
can be found on the district website.  

https://www.sd69.bc.ca/school/BSS/About/Pages/Code-of-Conduct.aspx#/=
https://www.sd69.bc.ca/Pages/default.aspx#/=


 

As always, our École Ballenas Secondary website is the best place to find up-to-date information, key 
dates, and school news throughout the month.  

Thank you | Hay cep qa’ | Merci  

Ballenas Administration  
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Qualicum School District 

2026-2027 Budget Development Survey

The Qualicum School District Board of Education follows an annual Budget Development 

process each school year in order to establish the final annual budget for submission to the 

Ministry of Education. 

To support the Qualicum School District Board of Education in their decision making during 

the annual Budget Development process, they are seeking input from educational partners, 

including administrators, employees, parents/caregivers, students and community 

members, to help inform priorities for the 2026/27 school district budget. 

This short survey focuses on understanding what matters most to partners and where 

funding could make the biggest di�erences for students. Your responses are anonymous and 

will be shared in summary form with the Board. 

Click HERE to access the 2026-2027 Budget Development Survey 

https://forms.office.com/r/VbknEbHdXs


Inclusive Classrooms

This parent-friendly workshop helps families better
understand inclusive classrooms, why they can feel
challenging at times, and how families can support
inclusion in meaningful, realistic ways.

A clearer understanding of what inclusive classrooms are
and why complexity is part of the reality
Insight into how inclusive classrooms impact students,
peers, educators, and families
Practical ways families can support inclusion through
conversations at home and respectful school partnerships

parent workshop

What They Are, Why They’re
Complex, and How Families

Can Support Them

Sunday, March 8
4:00- 5:30 pm

In this session, parents will:

Facilitated by Carly Eirikson
 Inclusive education & school leadership

This session is intended to be informative and
supportive of inclusive education. It does not provide
guidance on individual student situations or specific

school-based decisions.
📩 Hosted by your DPAC 



Date: Sunday, March 8, 2026 

Time: 4:00–5:30 pm 

Location: Live on Zoom 

Link: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88484127588?pwd=SjsAaCbRDhWetw838cLjxQHsLiSlBQ.1 

This parent-friendly session supports families in better understanding inclusive 

classrooms, why complexity is part of the reality, and how families can support inclusion in 

meaningful and realistic ways. 

The session will explore: 

• What inclusive classrooms are designed to support, and why complexity is expected

• How inclusive classrooms can impact students with IEPs, peers, educators, and families

• Practical ways families can support inclusion through home conversations and respectful

school partnerships

The workshop will be facilitated by Carly Eirikson, who works in inclusive education and 

school leadership and has extensive experience supporting students, families, and school 

teams. 

Important note: 

This session is intended to support general understanding of inclusive education. It does 

not provide guidance on individual student situations, specific classrooms, or school-

based decision-making. 

Parents may submit general questions in advance (no individual student/classroom 

questions): 

Deadline: Wednesday, March 4 

Email: inclusivedesigninmind@gmail.com 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__us06web.zoom.us_j_88484127588-3Fpwd-3DSjsAaCbRDhWetw838cLjxQHsLiSlBQ.1%26d%3DDwMF-g%26c%3Ddwr0MjUrBqJCVHlZWcv1jg%26r%3DQM2FUI62uBw0VeYv19kK8K_DOGVgXxkLcq2aLOiPmO8%26m%3D_npd93dLVHm8OUm6wH9S8152BMh2JBkSe-uFEByeFauE8_CBryzJZENCLK5HUUhn%26s%3DAkPDTgvpyMoiXdTzfXknVJKQtpGRzj4reUxyIxQWGpo%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7Ckhergt%40sd69.bc.ca%7C3fb3615bf0684a1e541b08de5d2bee5c%7C3280d4c237e747f9bb72057a43679c07%7C0%7C0%7C639050640633788534%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iz%2FimQRj3q9OEqM1OYsRlsCskEuNBOItzjYJcs3kD4c%3D&reserved=0
mailto:inclusivedesigninmind@gmail.com
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