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We would like to acknowledge that École Ballenas Secondary exists on the shared traditional territory of the 
Snaw’naw’as and Qualicum First Nations. 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
It is hard to believe that December is upon us. The season started off on a festive note here at Ballenas with 
thanks to Ms. Spence and the Leadership team, Mr. Seidel and the Yearbook class and Ms. Holman and team 
in the Library Learning Commons for the decor and fun. Leadership sponsored a Food Drive in conjunction 
with students at KSS. We are still tallying up items and are proud of our schools for coming together in support 
of our local community.  
 

One of my favourite traditions at Ballenas is the 1000+ names of every student 
and staff member hung around the building - this year on individual snowflakes. 
Thanks to Mr. Seidel and his helpers for making these and carefully placing them 
around the school - BSS students and staff - have you found yours yet?  
 

Highlights for December include the start of basketball season, a staff versus 
student hockey game (see information below in this Newsletter), the Winter 
Evening of Music for band students and their families AND our incredibly special 
whole school Turkey Lunch. Sprinkled in are various spirit days and lots of Ballenas cheer. 
 
As this year ends, we would like to thank our community for their continued support of learning here at 
Ballenas - it is appreciated. We would like to send a special recognition out to our PAC for their support this 
year of all we do here at Ballenas, and to all our volunteer coaches, parent drivers, and team supporters. 
Your time and dedication do not go unnoticed - we appreciate you all very much. 

 

Please continue to check the website for updates. Remember - our daily 
announcements are posted here each day, and available on the “My School Day App,” 
so if you are ever wanting to get a feel for the day-to-day happenings at Ballenas (or 
what is for lunch) - check them out! 
 

With gratitude,     
 
Trish Cathrine  
 

FLEX LEARNING 
FLEX is an invaluable time for students to meet with their teachers, receive extra support, and connect with an 
area of interest or passion. Flex takes place each Wednesday morning from 8:35 – 9:56. Please talk with your 
child about FLEX learning and how they are using it. As our year progresses, teachers may be reaching out to 
you and requesting your child’s attendance in a specific learning space. When we return in January, all 
teachers will be available in their learning spaces to support students, and some of our clubs will take a pause 
until February. We have a variety of spaces available each week including:  

French Immersion  

Humanities 8/9  

Math/Science 8/9  

English and Social Studies 10 – 12  

Math 10 – 12  

Science 10 – 12   

Shops (Metal, Electronics, Art)  

Art  

Theatre  

Chess Club  

Guitar Club  

Gym/PE Space   

FSL/Spanish   

English Language Learning   

http://www.sd69.bc.ca/school/BSS


Open Computer Labs  

Library Space   

Foods Room: Homework Space   

Post-Secondary Planning  

 MPR Games and Connections 

 

ONLINE ACTIVITY/AWARENESS 
The following message was sent out to all parents last week:  
We have become aware of several students in our school community who have been contacted online via a 
variety of platforms (namely Instagram and TikTok) from an individual or individuals they do not know. This 
activity happens, and seems to be on the rise. The nature of this contact ranges from messages, requests, and 
some students have also experienced accounts being made about them. We have worked with students who 
have come forward on this to cease contact, block these individuals, and to report any contact that needs to 
be reported.  

 

Ongoing education about the online world is important to us at Ballenas. Last year, we brought in The White 
Hatter for presentations to all of our students, and topics like this are discussed in our school on a regular 
basis. This week and next, all students at Ballenas will have presentations from erase British Columbia 
regarding online activity.   

 

Please check in with your child(ren) about their online activity, and have open conversations with them about 
the lives they may live online. This may be difficult, and some may be reluctant to share, but it is important. If 
your child has been contacted by any unknown individual(s) requesting information, we are here to help. It is 
important that students: 

 

- Do not communicate with unknown individuals online, at any time 

- If contacted by someone unknown, block account(s) and report the accounts to the platform directly  

- Report any threats or acts of extortion to RCMP  

 

Please reach out to us here at Ballenas if you have any questions. We appreciate your support and 
conversations at home. 

 

INCLEMENT WEATHER REMINDER 
As the weather gets colder, we’d like to remind you of the district inclement weather procedures. Inclement 
Weather Reminder for Parents-Guardians-Caregivers 

 

LEARNING UPDATES  
Learning updates were sent home with students last Thursday. Please take a look and review with your child. 
Please reach out to your child’s teacher if you have any specific questions. All contact information for our staff 
can be found on the school website: BSS Staff Directory 

 

ATTENDANCE PROCEDURES 
If your student is absent for the day, please call the attendance line to let us know. If they need to leave for 
the day, or have an appointment, we do require a phone call to the office or attendance line, otherwise your 
student will be marked absent/unexcused. We expect students to sign in/out of the office, so in an 
emergency, we can look at the clipboard and clarify if a student has left the building. We asked our teaching 
staff to reach out proactively and offer support when they notice an attendance pattern emerging. By doing 
this, we hope to gain a better understanding of what may be happening for our students that may be 
contributing to an inconsistent attendance pattern, and work with families to help. If you need support in this, 
please contact us here at school.  

 

 

 

https://thewhitehatter.ca/
https://thewhitehatter.ca/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/erase
https://www.sd69.bc.ca/school/BSS/About/Pages/Staff-Directory.aspx#/=


STUDENTS, ARE YOU TAKING A CEAP CLASS? 
Do you have a student enrolled in a CEAP class? CEAP is open from 8:45 to 2:45 daily at the Winchelsea 
Learning Centre behind BSS.  Please contact your CEAP teacher directly for their support hours.  

 

MY SCHOOL DAY APP  
We are excited to announce that BSS has officially launched the “My School Day” app. Students were given the 
opportunity to download, explore and troubleshoot the new app during CLC/HR. This is an informative 
communication app that will help students (and staff) know what day/block rotation it is, what their timetable 
is, and eventually, what is happening in the school. This is part of a focus on clear and effective 
communication for this year. For more information on how to download the app see the attached poster at 
the bottom of the newsletter.  

 

DATES TO REMEMBER  
 
DECEMBER 
1st  District Wide Planning Day – School Not in Session 
14th  PAC Meeting – Library 6:30 p.m.  
20th  DPAC Meeting – 6:30 p.m. Zoom (link on website) 
20th   BSS Staff/Student Turkey Lunch 

 
 

JANUARY 
6th  Grad Bottle Drive  
8th  Schools Reopen After Winter Break 
11th  PAC Meeting – Library 6:30 p.m. 
17th  DPAC Meeting – 6:30 p.m. Zoom (link on website calendar)  

 
 
FRIDAY SCHEDULE 
 

 

Friday, December 8th  Day 1 

Friday, December 15th   Day 2 

Friday, December 22nd  Day 1 

Friday, January 12th Day 2 

Friday, January 19th Day 1 

Friday, January 26th Day 2 

 

 

GRAD PARENTS 
The Ballenas website is a great place to get information regarding dates, important events, graduation 
resources etc. The Grad Parent page can be easily accessed through this link. 
https://www.sd69.bc.ca/school/BSS/students/graduation/gradparents/Pages/default.aspx#/ 

 

If you want to ensure you are looped in on Parent Communication, please email: bssgradinfo@gmail.com  

 

Please note the next Grad Bottle Drive on January 6, 2024. Save those holiday bottles!  

https://www.sd69.bc.ca/school/BSS/Lists/Calendar/calendar.aspx
https://www.sd69.bc.ca/school/BSS/students/graduation/gradparents/Pages/default.aspx#/
mailto:bssgradinfo@gmail.com


 

BSS PAC 
BSS PAC and DPAC (District Parent Advisory Council) would like to invite all Whaler Families to complete the 
"DPAC Learning Opportunity" survey. 

 

As discussed at the November 2023 DPAC meeting, DPAC is asking for input from Qualicum School District 
parents/caregivers on how to spend this year's $2,500 BC Gaming Grant funds that are allocated to DPAC. 

 

Please complete the survey by December 15th, 2023 and join the DPAC Zoom Meeting January 17th at 6:30pm 
to find out the results. 

DPAC Learning Opportunity Inquiry November 2023 

 
School Trustees will be visiting schools on the first Wednesday of each month beginning in October (2nd 
Wednesday in January) to make themselves available to parents/caregivers, staff and students for some 
informal information sharing. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BSS SPIRIT OF HOCKEY 2023! 
We are excited to invite you to the 2023 Spirit of Hockey Cup! For those who are new to Ballenas, this is an 
annual staff vs. student hockey game, featuring students from our Hockey Academy.  

The event will take place on December 14th in the afternoon. The specifics of the afternoon are detailed 
below. 

Game time logistics:  

1:45   Ice Time Begins       

1:45-1:47  Warm Up  

1:48-1:50  O’ Canada  

1:50   Ceremonial Puck Drop  

1:52   Opening Faceoff - 1 – 25 Minute Run Time Period  

2:17  Intermission Entertainment – Sr. Football Players – Human Bowling 
or Crazy Carpet Races  

2:20  Ice scrap  

2:30 – 2:32  Second Period warm up  

2:32 – 2:57  1 - 25-minute run time period  

2:45  PA announcement that Bus students are dismissed to walk back in 
time for the bus 

2:57-3:00  Trophy Presentation and Dismissal  

3:15  Ice Time Ends 

 

Tickets are needed (no cost) for this event so come to the BSS office anytime after Dec. 11 to get yours!  

 

COFFEE WITH TRUSTEES 2023-2024 SCHEDULE 
OES October 4 
AES November 1 
SES December 6 
PASS/CEAP 
WINCHELSEA LEARNING CENTRE 

January 10 (2nd 
Wednesday) 

QBES February 7 
BSS April 3 
KSS May 1 
BES June 5 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/14ZNo1TA45WcHgj21iP2yV5IHgbFRUzGIVnWDEscb0X8/viewform?edit_requested=true


 

 

SD69 COMMUNITY PAGE 

https://www.sd69.bc.ca/Community69/Pages/default.aspx#/ 

 

 

 

https://www.sd69.bc.ca/Community69/Pages/default.aspx#/
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