
February is a wonderful time to celebrate the power of kindness in our school community. From

small acts of caring to school‑wide events, our students and staff are spreading positivity all

month long.



Last week, in the days leading up to Valentine’s Day, classrooms

were buzzing with creativity as students prepared cards and notes

for classmates and staff. These valentines were an opportunity for

children to practice gratitude, friendship, and encouragement. A

kind word can brighten someone’s entire week, and it was exciting

to see the thoughtful messages our students created for each other.

On Wednesday, February 25, we join schools across the country in celebrating National Pink Shirt

Day, a day dedicated to standing up against bullying and promoting kindness, respect, and

inclusion. We encourage all students and staff to wear pink to show that our school is a safe and

welcoming place for everyone.

Pink Shirt Day reminds us that even small actions—inviting someone to play, speaking up when

something isn’t right, or offering a friendly smile—can make a big difference. We will hold our

school wide assembly on Thursday, February 26. This student led event will showcase our student

choir, a student dance group and provide our students a chance to be reflective on what actions

they can take to ensure everyone feels safe at school.

Kindness grows strongest when it’s practiced in many places—school, home, and the community.

Here are a few simple ways families can help nurture respect and inclusivity:

Model kind language. Children learn from what they hear. Using calm, respectful words at

home helps them do the same with peers.

Celebrate differences. Talk about how people come from many backgrounds and have unique

strengths. Encourage curiosity and empathy.

Practice gratitude together. Share one thing each family member is thankful for at dinner or

bedtime.

Role‑play tricky situations. Help children practice what to say if they see someone being left

out or treated unfairly.

Do small acts of kindness as a family. Write a thank‑you note to a neighbor, donate gently

used items, or help someone with a simple task.

Encourage inclusive play. Remind children to invite others into games and activities,

especially those who may be new or shy.





Emergency Drill Procedures: A total of 11 drills are practiced

throughout the school year.

As most families are aware, schools conduct a variety of

emergency drills throughout the year to ensure staff and students

know the expected emergency protocols. These drills include:

Fire Drills – 6 drills/year spread throughout the school year. All

classes evacuate and marshal on the school field. Generally, the first fire drill of the year is

attended by the fire department to ensure drill protocols are followed.

Earthquake Drills – 3 drills/year. All classes evacuate and marshal on the school field.

Lockdown Drills – 2 drills/year with students; 1 done with staff only. All internal and external doors

are secured, and classroom activities cease for the duration of the drill.

Other Drill Procedures: These drills are reviewed; however, they are not normally practiced during

the year.

Hold & Secure & Shelter in Place – these procedures are used if there is a security concern or

environmental hazard in the neighbourhood. Students are kept in their classrooms and normal

activities continue.

Room Clear – used to move people away from a concern in a classroom. Students are generally

re-located to the library or alternate classroom until the class concern is addressed.

Snow Smart and Water Safety

Students from Room 2 and Room 11 participated in a 'Snow Smart

and Water Safety' demonstration presented by Cheryl Ann Kelly of

the Nanaimo Search and Rescue. Students learned the importance

of dressing appropriately for the weather as well as skills, tools and

equipment they can use to stay safe and warm in the outdoors.





Gladiators Chess Tournament

Students in Grades 4, 5, 6 and 7 competed to make the Finals

scheduled for next Wednesday, February 25th. Our Grade

Champions will go on to compete in the District Tournament at

Springwood on Friday, March 6th. We welcome all students to our

open chess days at recess on Tuesdays and Fridays. Go Gladiators!





Keva Planks and Spaghetti Bridges!

Students competed in the District Skills Competition on Friday,

February 6 at Springwood Elementary School. The students

participated in a spaghetti bridge challenge and multiple keva

plank challenges. Well done students!



Garden Starter Plant Sale & Family Burger Night at EES!



Order your favourite garden starters now through PAC Hot Lunches

on Munch-a-Lunch.

4” pots of tomatoes, peppers, herbs & 6-packs of veggie starters,

grown locally in Coombs by our friends at Outrageous Edibles and

Bedibles!

Pickup aligns perfectly with our fun Family Burger Night on

Thursday, April 30th at EES. Come enjoy juicy burgers (beef,

chicken or veg for just $5!) family time, a 50/50 draw, and other exciting ways to support PAC.

Don’t miss out—orders open now!

Scan this QR Code or click the link to find the EES PAC

Facebook Group

https://www.facebook.com/groups/eespac

Daily Lunch Program

Our daily lunch program is underway and we are grateful to be able

to provide meals at school for students.

Our dedicated PAC continues to offer Hot Lunch on specific

Fridays. Ordering for both programs will be done through Munch-a-

Lunch, however, it will be through separate accounts.

**Please note that the ability to order lunches is: 8 days prior for

PAC lunches and the Wednesday prior to the date of the lunch for

the EES Lunch Program.

EES Lunch Program

(daily lunch)

Errington School Meals

If you already have a PAC account use:

ADD Errington School

EES PAC Hot Lunches

(select Fridays only)

PAC Hot Lunches

https://www.facebook.com/groups/eespac
https://munchalunch.com/schools/erringtonschool/
https://munchalunch.com/addaccount
https://munchalunch.com/schools/Errington/


Drop-off and Pick-up

Please note that school begins at 8:30am. If you are dropping off

your child prior to 8:30am, please use the Lower Parking Lot. If you

are dropping off after 8:30am, you may pull up to the front of the

school. Students who arrive after 8:35am must report to the office

before going to their classroom.

Please make sure your child’s teacher is aware of their after school schedule. We need to know if

your child is getting picked up (and by who) or if they are taking the bus.

News from our Library

Free Book Bin: our bin is overflowing! Please help yourself to the

free books to take home. We will be emptying the bin at spring

break.

Lost and Overdue Books: please bring back your library books as

others are waiting to read them. If you have a lost book, please

bring a book of similar quality and genre to replace it, thank you!

VIRL Spring Break: Check out your local public library for events over the break including the

Escape Room at the Nanaimo North Branch! https://virl.bc.ca/

Black History Month

Black History Month, celebrated every February, is a dedicated time

to honour the legacy, achievements, and profound contributions of

Black people to society. It highlights stories often excluded from

mainstream history, acknowledging figures who shaped history

while addressing ongoing struggles against anti-Black racism.

In February 2026, British Columbia marks the 30th anniversary of the national recognition of Black

History Month in Canada. The 2026 theme is "30 Years of Black History Month: Honouring Black

Brilliance Across Generations — From Nation Builders to Tomorrow's Visionaries"

Please explore these informative websites: BC Black History Awareness Society – Our roots run

deep and https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/black-history-month.html

We have put all sorts of resources out in the library for students and teachers including

biographies and histories, check them out!

https://virl.bc.ca/
https://bcblackhistory.ca/
https://bcblackhistory.ca/
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canada.ca%2Fen%2Fcanadian-heritage%2Fcampaigns%2Fblack-history-month.html&data=05%7C02%7Cedoerksen%40sd69.bc.ca%7C74c1568c8cdb476ddc0e08de667fdee6%7C3280d4c237e747f9bb72057a43679c07%7C0%7C0%7C639060896553010065%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BiKySb7SzIgHRJydGIbX2Qj7pJIExlZLra4NnC9gl8E%3D&reserved=0


Gung Hay Fat Choy!

Chinese New Year starts Tuesday, February 17 and runs for 15 days.

This will prompt the largest human migration in our calendar year

as people travel back to be with their families over the next two

weeks. This is the Year of the Fire Horse.

We are putting out books in the library about the Lunar New Year,

myths, legends and stories. There are Fiction and Non-Fiction

including the Zodiac YA Series. Come and take a look!







Local School Calendar 2025-2028

Local School Calendar 2025-2028

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sd69.bc.ca%2FLists%2FAnnouncements%2FAttachments%2F445%2FDistrict%2520School%2520Calendars%25202025-2028.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cedoerksen%40sd69.bc.ca%7Cf1438acc55e34b80fc3508ddde870c56%7C3280d4c237e747f9bb72057a43679c07%7C0%7C0%7C638911393959350048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aWv93GF3AR9rnWHxDZUrNmsaeqjK424FgEtCVEXoNFY%3D&reserved=0




















Community Events

https://www.sd69.bc.ca/Community69/Pages/default.aspx#/=
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