
 

December 21, 2018 

Principal’s Message   

 

As this will be the last EES newsletter prior to the winter break, I would like to take this opportunity 

to wish you a happy holiday season with your families.  We have a very generous community 

and it has been heartwarming to see the many ways people give to one another – whether it 

is the gift of time, material goods to those who face difficult times, or just giving for the 

goodness that we feel in reaching out to one another with kind gestures.  In the gift of giving, 

we are teaching children valuable lessons in social responsibility and community service.  The 

article below shows how helping others promotes confidence and self-esteem: 

 

Children want to feel like they play an important role in their community. Volunteering can 

help your child build important social skills and develop self-confidence—which will also 

benefit him in school. Find a volunteer or community service activity you and your child can 

do together. Here are some ideas:  

 

 Bake something for a senior citizen or a parent of a new baby.  

 Make sandwiches for people who are homeless.  

 Help take care of a pet. If a neighbor is going away for a few days, you and your child 

could offer to feed and walk the dog. 

 Take part in a clothing drive.  Collect coats, gloves and hats and donate them to local 

shelters.  

 Donate money he has earned. It’s nice when your child sees you give money to a 

charity. But he’ll remember it longer if he gives away even a small sum of his own money 

to help others.  
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Food at EES 

  

Many of you know that we have a breakfast program where we offer fresh fruit, bagels, and 

milk to any student who joins us in our foyer in the morning before school starts.  We rely on 

donations from our generous community to run this program.  We do not collect money from 

students for this, but we do encourage donations to our collection jar when you can.   

We also provide students with “top-ups” to their lunch from time to time.  We have noticed a 

large number of students lining up at our lunch kitchen to get food items.  We have asked their 

classroom teachers to be the first point of contact to determine whether or not a student 

should be visiting the kitchen at lunch (teachers check to see what they have in their lunch 

before letting them go to the kitchen).  We are very concerned that some students have been 

discarding food they have brought from home and getting food top-ups from the kitchen.  

We are happy to provide additional food when needed, but we also keep track of who is 

getting food.  If visits become regular, we will be contacting those parents to inform them.  We 

know that families have various different lifestyle choices around food and we want to work 

with parents to ensure that we are respecting food choices and also able to help out from 

time to time.  If a child tells us they don’t like something in their lunch, we ask them to bring it 

home and have a conversation about food preferences and options with their families.   

In regards to microwaves, some classrooms have one and some have made a choice to not 

have a microwave.  We do have a microwave in the lunch kitchen that some students use 

from time to time, but please be aware that students are required to wait in line for their turn.  

It can take several minutes for them to get their food heated up and by the time they return 
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to their classroom, the lunch eating period is almost over.  We highly recommend using a 

thermos as an option to keep food warm without having to use a microwave. 

 

 

 

New Parking Area 
 

We are very impressed with how well parents have transitioned to the new system – 

THANK YOU for your cooperation, patience, and following the routines outlined in the 

last newsletter!  We are still awaiting some signage and finishing work, but things are 

running quite well!  A gate will be installed soon and it will be open between about 

7:30am-5:00pm (and will be kept open longer for special events).  After observing 

patterns and collecting feedback from users for the two weeks, we have come up with 

the following list of reminders to help make things run smoothly: 

 Please use your turn signals to indicate what you plan to do.  If you plan to use 

the drop-off/pick-up lane, use your right turn signal as you come around the bend 

by the “island”.  If you plan to park in a stall, use your left turn signal so the traffic 

supervisors are aware of what you are doing.  If you are pulling out of the drop-

off/pick-up lane, use your left signal so that others coming through are aware 

that you plan to pull out. 

 Remember to pull right up as far as you can in the drop-off/pick-up lane.  If there 

are cars ahead of you but you see open space in front of them, please pull 

ahead and fill in the spaces ahead of them (using your right turn signal to indicate 

what you are doing).  We are really trying to avoid having vehicles stopping at 

the bend by the island. 

 When using the drop-off/pick-up lane, we recommend that children get out on 

the passenger side so they avoid traffic. 

 We are noticing the most congestion between 8:05-8:15 in the morning and 

between 1:55-2:07 in the afternoon.  If you are parking in a stall in the morning to 

walk up to the school with your children, we ask that you wait until 8:20 to exit 

your stall.  This will reduce the amount of vehicles backing up into traffic during 

the busiest times.  The same goes for the afternoon pick-up.  If you have parked 

in a stall and walked up to the school to meet your child, please wait until 2:07pm 

to exit.   

 If you are parking in a stall and getting out, please make sure to keep your 

children with you and wait until it is safe to cross over to the walking path. 

 If you are trying to park in the lower lot and there are no more stalls available, 

please park along Fairdowne Rd. for overflow.  We ask that you use the wide, 

paved walking path into the new lot and up the paved walkway next to the field 

by the school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

Use of Technology 

 
We value the use of technology as an integral part of teaching and 

learning.   Our handheld devices have become part of our daily routines 

and give us access to a wide variety of tools, including photographing 

our students doing all sorts of activities at school.  We have noticed that 

some photos of our students have appeared on social media – we 

understand that people taking and sharing photos during school 

sanctioned activities are doing so with good intentions.  What people 

may not realize is that we have a number of students who have media 

restrictions in place and parents have indicated they do not want their child’s photo to appear 

publically.  In order to respect the privacy of our students, we ask that you do NOT download, 

copy, or distribute any pictures or other personal information through social media that 

contain images of students and/or student work other than your child’s.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communicable Infections 

 

We monitor student attendance closely and during this time of year, illness is common.  We 

would like to remind you that if your child shows signs of a communicable infection, it needs 

to be diagnosed and treated by a medical provider.  Please contact us at the school if your 

child has a communicable infection so that we can work with you on determining if and how 

long your child needs to be absent from school.  We use a guide provided by Island Health to 

help us prevent the spread of common childhood illnesses.  When calling in your child’s 

absence, we also appreciate knowing what kind of illness is causing them to be away.  We 

track patterns and are required to report to Island Health if there is an unusual number of 

absences due to illness.  

 

 

 

 

 

A Message From Oceanside Public Health Services 

Influenza season is approaching! Oceanside Public Health is extending an 

invitation to families with eligible children to attend one of our family flu clinics 

throughout November and December. Please call Oceanside Public Health 

Services at 

250-947-8242 if you would like to book a family flu appointment.  

 

In addition, Oceanside Public Health will be hosting a public influenza drop-in 

clinic for all eligible individuals on Monday November 5th/18 from 10am-2pm at 

the Qualicum Beach Civic Centre. No appointment necessary. 

Information regarding eligibility for publically funded vaccine can be found at: 

http://www.viha.ca/flu/ 
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Washroom Etiquette 

We have noticed that the student washrooms are getting very messy each day.  Toilets aren’t 

flushed, urine is often on the floor in front of the boys’ urinal, there are things in the toilets that 

should not be there (food and food wrappers, pens/pencils, etc.), and there have been cases 

where graffiti has been written on the walls.  This has caused plumbing issues and as we have 

had to close washroom stalls down during the day for cleaning, it reduces the number of toilets 

available for student use throughout the day.  It also causes additional time to clean in the 

evenings when the custodial staff should be concentrating on cleaning the rest of the school 

properly.  We are very concerned about the state of the washrooms and have been 

monitoring them throughout the day.  We hope that you will help by reminding your children 

about responsible washroom use.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW WAY TO PAY 

This year our district has made it possible to pay for any school fees online.  If your student’s 

classroom teacher has requested to use agendas, a sheet with detailed instructions on how 

to sign up for School Cash Online has come home.  If your student’s teacher is not using 

agendas this year a detail sheet will come home shortly.  On our Errington Website there is 

a direct link to www.schoolcashonline.com, it is quite easy to sign up.  Once signed up you 

will receive email notifications if there is a fee associated with your student.  You are still 

able to pay for any school fees with cash or cheque, but we are offering the option to pay 

online. 

 

As always if you need any help navigating this system please feel free to call the office and 

they will be happy to help you.  

 

Reporting Student Absents  
When reporting your child’s absence, please call the office at 250-248-8446 (after hours you 

can leave a message on our answering service – just listen for the option to report a student 

absence in the directory).  It is important to let the office know if your child will be late or not 

attending school for the day(s) so your child is accounted for. It only takes a minute. If your 

child is not at school or late you can expect to receive a call to your main number. Thank you 

in advance for reporting early!  
 

http://www.schoolcashonline.com/


 

 

Donate Your Book Credit to EES Library! 
 
Cozy Corner Books in Coombs has a great offer for us. You can bring in your books to Cozy 
Corner and donate all or part of your book credit to our school. Cozy Corner has about 
60,000 books - you're sure to find something you love, too. They sell their books at half off 
cover, and give credit for 25%. That means for every $10 book, you could donate your $2.50 
credit to EES. It all adds up, and puts great books in the hands of our students!  Thank you 
very much to Sean Wallington and Lorien Hammond for this great support of our Library.  
 
Find Cozy Corner at Coombs Emporium, 2300 Alberni Hwy, Coombs, phone 250-586-0222. 
 

 

                                                                                        

News From Your Library 

                                                                                                                   

 

LOST AND OVERDUE BOOKS: We ask that students be really great at returning books this 

year. If a book is lost, please either bring one from home which is similar quality and 

genre, or pay the replacement cost to the Library. Having a special spot at home for 

library books can help with remembering.  Also having a big ziploc bag to keep library 

books in will help with keeping them clean and free from juice spills! 

 

OUR FRIDAY VOLUNTEER!:  We are very happy to welcome Dena Lane (a school mom) in 

our Library on some Friday afternoons. Thanks Dena! 

 

LINKS FROM HOME:  You can access many awesome reading resources directly from 

home on your computer. By going to www.sd69.bc.ca/schools/EES you can click on the 

Library Website. Here, you'll find links to research tools including World Book Online and 

more. Click on the library CATALOGUE to access our EES books. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please don't hesitate to contact me at 

jrichards@sd69.bc.ca. Thank you! 

                                                                                                               
Janet Richards, Teacher Librarian                       

Cathy Macrae, Library Clerk 
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Headlice 

 

     It’s that time of year – headlice is back in town!  A reminder to parents to start 

checking your child(ren)’s head and let’s be preventative.  If in need, the school does 

have lice combs and pamphlets describing the recommended treatment – just ask at the 

office. 

 

Information is posted on our website, in the General Information section and included in 

this newsletter. 

 

                                            

Ms. Rostron’s class had an awesome day last week decorating gingerbread 

houses! 

 

We would like to thank Ms. Rostron’s mom, Nora for making all of the royal 

icing required and also to Thrifty’s for their gift card donation for this activity! 
 

                                              



 
  



  



  



 

 
 

 

 
  



 

 

 

 
 

  



 
 

 

 

  



 
  





  



 

 

 

 



 

**Please note the above calendar will be updated as new events occur** 

  

Electronic Newsletters 

EES newsletters are provided bi-weekly on Fridays.  Newsletters are posted to the EES website 

and parents who have registered will receive a notification email and link when a newsletter 

has been posted.  Most parents use this option and it certainly reduces the amount of paper 

and time required to prepare newsletters.  Subscribing to the electronic newsletter is very 

simple.   

Sign up through the Errington Elementary School website (http://ees.sd69.bc.ca) by entering 

your email address in the area “Sign up for our newsletter & keep in touch” found near the 

bottom of the home page.  After you enter your email and click on “GO” an email will be sent 

to your email address.  You must respond to the email to become a verified member to receive 

newsletters.  There is an option to “Unsubscribe” at any time you choose. 

If you would prefer to receive a paper copy of the newsletter, please fill out the tear-off below 

and return to the school as soon as possible. We will only print a paper copy to those who 

have filled out the tear-off below.  Please note that you need to indicate your desire for a 

paper copy of the newsletter each year.  We will keep a few extra copies in the main office 

for pick-up if necessary. 

 

Parent Name _____________ Student Name(s) ____________________ 

Student Grade(s) _______ Classroom Teacher(s) ________________ 

□ I would prefer to receive a paper copy of the EES Newsletter. 

EES Calendar of Events 

January 7 School Reopens after Winter Break 

 18 Crazy Hair/Hat Spirit Day 

 29 Dad’s Night Out – RDN/ACRA event at the EES gym (6:30pm-7:30pm) 

February 12 Dad’s Night Out – RDN/ACRA event at the EES gym (6:30pm-7:30pm) 

 14 Red/White/Pink Spirit Day 

 18 BC FAMILY DAY 

 19 Professional Development Day – No School 

March 15 Idiom Spirit Day 
 

15 Last day of school before Spring Break 

April 1 School Re-opens after Spring Break 

 3-9 Scholastic Book Fair 

 18 Professional Development Day – No School 

 19 GOOD FRIDAY – No School 
 

22 EASTER MONDAY – No School 

 26  Animal Spirit Day 

 30 Grade 7 Health and Wellness Fair 

May 17 Conferencing Adjustment Day -  No School 

 21 VICTORIA DAY – No School  

 27 Grade 6 Immunizations (Booster Shots) 

June 27 Last day of school, ends 3 hours early (11:00) 

http://ees.sd69.bc.ca/

