
 

February 1, 2019 

Principal’s Message   

 

It is hard to believe that we are at the half-way point of the school year!  Routines are well 

established and work can become challenging as students move along the learning 

continuums and expectations are increased.  On Monday next week, your child will receive 

a “Learning Update” (otherwise known as Report Cards).  You will notice language that 

reflects your child’s growth along learning continuums and will likely describe how much 

support your child requires for certain activities:  direct support, guided support, or 

independence.  The article below suggests some strategies to help your child become more 

independent, especially when they face increased challenges.   

Are you teaching your child how to be resilient?   

 All students face obstacles.  Encouraging resilience helps kids overcome them.  

Resilient students deal with challenges in positive ways – at home and at school.  Answer yes 

or no to the questions below to see if you are helping your child develop resilience: 

 

1. Do you give your child opportunities to make decisions?  It’s a skill that improves with 

practice. 

2. Do you talk to your child about how you find a solution when you are faced with a 

problem? 

3. Do you talk to your child about her strengths?  Children draw on their strengths when 

facing challenges. 

4. Do you remind your child when she’s struggling how she has handled tough situations 

in the past? 

5. Do you listen to your child when she is trying to make a decision without solving the 

problem for her? 

 

How well are you doing?  Mostly yes answers mean you are helping your child 

become more resilient.  For no answers, try those ideas from the quiz. 
 
Source:  Elementary School Parents (February 2016, Vol.27, No.6) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peace, Love, Friendship… 

Valentine’s Day! 

Wear red, white and/or pink Thursday, February 14th! 

 

 

 

Non-Instructional Days 
Please remember that we have 2 days coming up later this month where 

students are not in session.  Monday, February 18th is BC Family Day and 

Tuesday, February 19th is a Professional Development Day. 
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Kindergarten registration is ongoing! 

Please stop by the office or contact us at (250) 248-8446 if you have any questions regarding 

the upcoming Kindergarten registration requirements.   

 

All new students must register at their catchment area school.  Information for those students 

wishing to attend a school outside their catchment area is outlined below.  

 

If you know of any families who will need to be aware of this information, we ask you to please 

pass this along to them. 

 

       
 

 

Learning Updates 

On Monday, February 4th, your child will receive a “Learning Update” (otherwise known as 

Report Cards).  As we have outlined in previous newsletters, we are in the midst of a significant 

transformation in public education in BC – not only with the redesigned curriculum, but also in 

the ways we communicate student learning.   

The Ministry of Education has provided school districts with the flexibility to determine how this 

communication of student learning will take place.  This year, teachers in School District 69 are 

participating in a pilot project with the Ministry of Education to develop a new “report card”.  

You will be receiving a new locally developed “Learning Update” that accompanies a 

portfolio.   

Teachers take great pride in their work with their students and will continue to connect with 

you in a variety of ways throughout the year – through class newsletters, student planners and 

home folders, phone calls, emails, portfolios (electronic or paper), informal conversations, and 

the parent/teacher conference opportunities during the year.    

We encourage you to establish an ongoing mode of communication with your child’s teacher 

so that you can understand where your child is at with various aspects of their learning, what 

challenges he/she is facing, and where to go next with learning.  We appreciate your support 

as we continue to work through this important transition year. 

 

 

Communicable Infections 

We monitor student attendance closely and during this time of year, illness is common.  We 

would like to remind you that if your child shows signs of a communicable infection, it needs 

to be diagnosed and treated by a medical provider.  Please contact us at the school if your 

child has a communicable infection so that we can work with you on determining if and how 

long your child needs to be absent from school.  We use a guide provided by Island Health to 

help us prevent the spread of common childhood illnesses.  When calling in your child’s 

absence, we also appreciate knowing what kind of illness is causing them to be away.  We 

track patterns and are required to report to Island Health if there is an unusual number of 

absences due to illness.  

  



 



 

Snow 
With snow still in the forecast, we wanted to send out a reminder about 

our expectations around sledding.  If we have a significant amount of 

snow accumulate, we will allow students to slide down the hill to the 

field.  We only allow this during recess and lunch breaks (not before or 

after school) and we only allow students to slide down on a sliding 

device and they must be wearing snow clothes (waterproof pants and 

coat, boots, gloves, etc.)!  Our expectation is that snow has to cover the ground completely 

(no grass showing) in order to slide.  We will set up a coned area for the students to slide down 

and expect them to wait until previous sliders have exited the area before sliding.  We ask 

students to walk back up the hill on either side of the coned off area. 

 

We do allow students to bring items to slide on, but please note that they are not stored inside 

the school.  Teachers will be asking students to leave their sliding devices on the walkway 

outside the classroom during instructional time.  Please make sure your child’s sled is labelled 

clearly with their name! 

 

Please also take caution and drive slowly in our new parking area.  There is a slight incline and 

we haven’t had it open long enough to know where the slippery spots will be.   

 

 

 

 

Knights of Columbus Free Throw Basketball Competition   
 

Selected students aged 9-12 will be competing in the annual Knights of 

Columbus Free Throw Basketball Competition tomorrow (Saturday, 

February 2nd) at Springwood Elementary School, starting at 11:00am.    We 

encourage you to come out and support our Errington Wildcats at this 

event!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR GRADE 7 FAMILIES 

 
We are in the process of planning for the transitions of our Grade 7’s from Elementary to 

Secondary school.   

 

Kwalikum Secondary School (KSS) and Ballenas Secondary School (BSS) will be hosting open 

houses and information evenings for students and parents soon. See information below.   

 

KSS and BSS staff will be visiting Errington Elementary school soon to meet with our grade 7 

students and provide them with course packages and answer questions the students may 

have.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

  

Power Outages and Extreme Weather – What do we do when the power 

goes off at EES? 

 
If the power is off for a portion of the day, school will most often continue as usual.  We 

follow a “power outage protocol” and we keep in touch with BC Hydro to determine the 

expected length of the power outage.  Any decisions to close the schools are made by 

the Superintendent of Schools, along with the Manager of Operations.  Factors taken into 

consideration include the time of day, predicted length of power outage, and conditions 

surrounding the school area (i.e. power lines and/or trees down, adverse weather 

conditions, etc.)    

 

When students are sent home due to a power outage or extreme weather event, it is 

carried out as follows:  parents or the emergency contact identified by the parent is 

contacted (we have designated staff who contact parents). If parents or the 

emergency contact cannot be contacted students remain safe at school until the end 

of the regular day or until alternate arrangements can be made.  

 

Students are not released from school without the parent or emergency alternate 

being contacted first. We do not permit students to go with friends or neighbors, etc, 

unless permission is obtained from the parent.  This is a good time to remind parents to 

make sure they have listed a few different names as designated pick-up people.  These 

could include family members, neighbours, or fellow parents.  Please note we only have 

a few phone lines and it is a lengthy process to phone all parents.  During a power 

outage we also have limited cell phone reception in the school.  When possible, we will 

also use our electronic newsletter email group, the EES and SD69 websites, and the EES 

PAC Facebook group to communicate information to families. 

 

We ask parents to please refrain from calling the school during such circumstances as 

described above unless it is an emergency; this will help free up our phone lines and 

staff who are contacting parents.  When students are picked up from school early, it is 

extremely important to use the sign-out system in the office before leaving the building 

so we can keep track of student attendance.  When we expect a number of people 

picking up students at once, we move the sign-out system to the main foyer.  Those 

arriving to pick-up children sign-out and we have designated staff to go and get the 

students from their classrooms.   
 

 

Valentine’s Dance 

Hello everyone! Catherine and Aleiya here, we have an amazing event planned for the 

grade 6/7s! On February 15th, from 3:00pm till 5:00pm we will be hosting a grade 6/7 

Valentine’s Day dance. The main theme is “A Night in Paris.” There will be refreshments, 

including punch and snacks! There will be a dance floor and a photo booth so you can 

take pictures with your friends! Tickets will be on sale for $2 each from February 2nd to the 

afternoon of the dance.  Please note that students need to arrange for a ride to and from 

the dance.  Students will not be permitted to stay after school that day.  

 

                                               



NEWS FROM YOUR LIBRARY 
 
TAKING CARE OF OUR LIBRARY BOOKS:  We ask that students return their library books promptly as many 
have students waiting to read them. Using a bag for library books helps keep books safe from damage in 
backpacks. Having a special place at home for library books is helpful for keeping them from getting 
lost!  Any books that are lost may be replaced with a good quality book of similar genre. Please speak with 
Ms. Macrae or Ms. Richards.  
 

SERIOUSLY AWESOME SERIES BOOK DRAW:              
Our popular book draw is back in February and will run from February 4 to March 8. Students who check 
out a book in a series, can read it, and return it with an entry form to the draw. You can enter as many times 
as you wish, but must read the book!  There are a ton of great fiction and non-fiction series in our Library, 
check them out!  We will choose one winner per classroom, so make sure you enter to win! 
                                                                         
                                                                                   
LEADERSHIP LUNCH:  We are inviting all students in our school who have performed a leadership role this 
year to join us in the Library for Pizza and fun on Wednesday, January 30th from 11:45-12:15. This is our 
way of saying thank you to the amazing student leaders who work every day in our school helping things 
run smoothly.  Invitations will go out next week. 
 
LEADERSHIP SHIFT CHANGE:  On February 1st, our Term 2 schedule comes into effect with library pages 
moving into other leadership roles in our school. We also have two new student leadership positions 
starting. Rusty and Samara are Field Coaches who will be offering organized games on the field this spring.  
 
SPRING BOOK FAIR:  The Dino-Mite Book Fair is coming to EES Library from April 3-10th! Library Pages will 
set up the fair on Wednesday, we'll have classroom previews on Thursday, and then the Fair will be open 
daily from 8am-3pm Friday and Monday and from 8am-12:30 on Tuesday.  
 
TAKE AND TRADE TABLE: We're always looking for great books to put on our table for students to take 
home.  
 

                                                                                                                

 

  

Donate Your Book Credit to EES Library! 
 
Cozy Corner Books in Coombs has a great offer for us. You can bring in your books to Cozy 
Corner and donate all or part of your book credit to our school. Cozy Corner has about 60,000 
books - you're sure to find something you love, too. They sell their books at half off cover, 
and give credit for 25%. That means for every $10 book, you could donate your $2.50 credit 
to EES. It all adds up, and puts great books in the hands of our students!  Thank you very 
much to Sean Wallington and Lorien Hammond for this great support of our Library.  
 
Find Cozy Corner at Coombs Emporium, 2300 Alberni Hwy, Coombs, phone 250-586-0222. 
 

 

                                                                                        



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW WAY TO PAY 

This year our district has made it possible to pay for any school fees online.  If your student’s 

classroom teacher has requested to use agendas, a sheet with detailed instructions on how 

to sign up for School Cash Online has come home.  If your student’s teacher is not using 

agendas this year a detail sheet will come home shortly.  On our Errington Website there is 

a direct link to www.schoolcashonline.com, it is quite easy to sign up.  Once signed up you 

will receive email notifications if there is a fee associated with your student.  You are still 

able to pay for any school fees with cash or cheque, but we are offering the option to pay 

online. 

 

As always if you need any help navigating this system please feel free to call the office and 

they will be happy to help you.  

 

Reporting Student Absents  
When reporting your child’s absence, please call the office at 250-248-8446 (after hours you 

can leave a message on our answering service – just listen for the option to report a student 

absence in the directory).  It is important to let the office know if your child will be late or not 

attending school for the day(s) so your child is accounted for. It only takes a minute. If your 

child is not at school or late you can expect to receive a call to your main number. Thank you 

in advance for reporting early!  
 

 

Headlice 

 

     It’s that time of year – headlice is back in town!  A reminder to parents to start 

checking your child(ren)’s head and let’s be preventative.  If in need, the school does 

have lice combs and pamphlets describing the recommended treatment – just ask at the 

office. 

 

Information is posted on our website, in the General Information section and included in 

this newsletter. 

 

http://www.schoolcashonline.com/


 
 

  



  



 
 

 
 

 

  







 
 

  



 

 

 

Oceanside Minor SOFTBALL 2019 registration is now open. 
 Don’t miss out on the early bird discount. 
*Early bird discount of $20 will apply until 

March 5, 2019. 

To register:  www.oceansidesoftball.ca  

 

 

http://www.oceansidesoftball.ca/


  

 

2019 Spring Season Registration Open! 
 

It is that time of the year again...dust off those gloves and get ready to hit the fields! 
Registration is now open online at www.oceansidebaseball.ca...just click on Register 

to the left. 
Registration closes March 31st. Any registration received later then March 31 will be 

processed with a $20.00 fee increase. 
So, register now to receive the early bird fees! 

A few common questions we receive during registration time...  
1. How can I pay if I don’t have a credit card or a PayPal account?  
Arrangements for payment by cash or cheque can be made by contacting the registrar.  
Please note a player’s registration is not complete until payment is received in full.  
 
2. What fields do we play at?  
Tadpole, Rookie, and Blastball play at the Qualicum Park on the fields that run on First 
Ave. and Mosquito, Pee Wee, Bantam, and Midget play at Springwood Park.  
Field addresses can be found by clicking on the Fields tab to the left.  
 
3. When does the season start and end? What days do they play?  
The season begins at the beginning of April and runs through to the end of June.  
Blastball (for the month of May only) and Rookie are Mondays and Wednesdays at 
Qualicum.  
Tadpole is Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays at Qualicum.  
Mosquito is Mondays, Wednesdays, and Saturdays at Springwood.  
Pee Wee is Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays at Springwood.  
Bantam weekdays TBA, and Saturdays at Springwood. Away games TBA.  
Midget weekdays TBA, and Sundays at Springwood. Away games TBA.  
 
Please note schedules are finalized by the division coordinators and based on field 
availability. 

 

(Summer seasons for players who make rep teams run through the month of July, with 
Provincials Championships often on the August long weekend.)  
 
4. Can I register my child for a division that is not their age group by year born?  
All players must register in the correct age group. A request can be sent to OMBA to 
make a move for a player, however each request is reviewed individually, and decisions 
are based on space in the divisions, the players skill level and weather it is safe to make 
the switch. Requests must be sent to the board for review and players will be invited to 
evaluations. All request are sent to and will require the final approval of BC Minor.  
 
5. I haven’t heard from anyone, when will we be contact?  
Coordinators will receive information on player registration over the next couple of 
months. Usually initial contact with parents will occur by email mid-March to the end of 
March with information on start dates and evaluation times.  
If you have any questions for your child’s division coordinator you can contact them 
directly. Click on the Contacts tab to the left and send them an email. 
 



 

 
 

 

  



 



  



 

 

**Please note the above calendar will be updated as new events occur** 

  

Electronic Newsletters 

EES newsletters are provided bi-weekly on Fridays.  Newsletters are posted to the EES website 

and parents who have registered will receive a notification email and link when a newsletter 

has been posted.  Most parents use this option and it certainly reduces the amount of paper 

and time required to prepare newsletters.  Subscribing to the electronic newsletter is very 

simple.   

Sign up through the Errington Elementary School website (http://ees.sd69.bc.ca) by entering 

your email address in the area “Sign up for our newsletter & keep in touch” found near the 

bottom of the home page.  After you enter your email and click on “GO” an email will be sent 

to your email address.  You must respond to the email to become a verified member to receive 

newsletters.  There is an option to “Unsubscribe” at any time you choose. 

If you would prefer to receive a paper copy of the newsletter, please fill out the tear-off below 

and return to the school as soon as possible. We will only print a paper copy to those who 

have filled out the tear-off below.  Please note that you need to indicate your desire for a 

paper copy of the newsletter each year.  We will keep a few extra copies in the main office 

for pick-up if necessary. 

 

Parent Name _____________ Student Name(s) ____________________ 

Student Grade(s) _______ Classroom Teacher(s) ________________ 

□ I would prefer to receive a paper copy of the EES Newsletter. 

EES Calendar of Events 

February 2 Knights Of Columbus Free Throw Basketball Competition 

 4 Report cards go home 

 12 Dad’s Night Out – RDN/ACRA event at the EES gym (6:30pm-7:30pm) 

 13 Kindergarten Vision and Hearing Screening 

 14 Red/White/Pink Spirit Day 

 18 BC FAMILY DAY 

 19 Professional Development Day – No School 

 27 Pink Shirt Day 

March 7 Grade 6/7 Volleyball Tournament 

 15 Idiom Spirit Day 
 

15 Last day of school before Spring Break 

April 1 School Re-opens after Spring Break 

 3-9 Scholastic Book Fair 

 18 Professional Development Day – No School 

 19 GOOD FRIDAY – No School 
 

22 EASTER MONDAY – No School 

 26  Animal Spirit Day 

 30 Grade 7 Health and Wellness Fair 

May 17 Conferencing Adjustment Day -  No School 

 21 VICTORIA DAY – No School  

 27 Grade 6 Immunizations (Booster Shots) 

June 27 Last day of school, ends 3 hours early (11:00) 

http://ees.sd69.bc.ca/

