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Principal’s Message

As this will be the last EES newsletter prior to the winter break, | would like to take this
opportunity to wish you a happy holiday season with your families. We have a very generous
community and it has been heartwarming to see the many ways people give to one
another — whether it is the gift of time, material goods to those who face difficult times, or just
giving for the goodness that we feel in reaching out to one another with kind gestures. In the
gift of giving, we are teaching children valuable lessons in social responsibility and
community service. The article below shows how helping others promotes confidence and
self-esteem:

Children want to feel like they play an important role in their community. Volunteering can
help your child build important social skills and develop self-confidence—which will also
benefit him in school. Find a volunteer or community service activity you and your child can
do together. Here are some ideas:

e Bake something for a senior citizen or a parent of a new baby.

e Make sandwiches for people who are homeless.

e Help take care of a pet. If a neighbor is going away for a few days, you and your child
could offer to feed and walk the dog.

e Take partin a clothing drive. Collect coats, gloves and hats and donate them to local
shelters.

e Donate money he has earned. It's nice when your child sees you give money to a
charity. But he'll remember it longer if he gives away even a small sum of his own
money to help others.

Source: Elementary School Parents
December 2017
Vol.29, No.4

Parking Lot Safety

When using the drop-off/pick-up lane, please remember to pull forward as

far as you can to reduce congestion behind you. When people stop right at

the foot of the path to the school, cars tend to back up quickly around the

bend. If you are parking in the lower lot, please make sure your child is with
you when walking through the traffic towards the path. Please also remember to use your
turn signals while using the drop-off/pick-up lane.

School Bus Information

Student Play Dates / Bussing Arrangements:

Due to overcrowding please be aware that school buses are not to be used for any other
purpose (ie play dates, birthday parties, work or sports activities). The Transportation
Department have asked that parents do not send notes with their child requesting to ride
another bus.

Please refer to the School District welbsite for all school bus information.
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After School Arrangements for Students

Dear Parents/Guardians:

If you need to advise your students of any changes to their after school
care/transportation efc. we kindly ask that you call the office with details earlier in the
school day. The office has been receiving a lot of parent/guardian calls towards the end
of the day, which is an extremely busy time for our school community and could result in
messages being missed.

Thank you for your understanding.
EES School Office

Winter Concert
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We will be having our Winter Concert on Wednesday, December 18th. We have 2 showtime
options for you to choose from: 12:45pm OR 46:00om. In order to manage the crowds and
ensure that everyone is able to enjoy the show, we ask that you attend only one of the
showtimes.

Gym doors will open at 12:00om for the afternoon show. Please note that Kindergarten
students in Mrs. Norman's/Ms. MaclLeod’s and Mrs. Diewold’s classes will only be performing
in the afternoon show. We encourage people to consider attending the afternoon show as
an option to help us reduce the crowd in the evening.

For the evening show, the gym doors will open at 5:20pm. We ask that students arrive to their
classrooms at 5:30pm. Students will stay in their classrooms until their turn to go on stage and
will need to be picked-up from their classroom after the show is over. There will be a final
song with a large group, so we ask that you stay for the duration of the show.

Although the new parking lot will accommodate several families, we know that many
vehicles will need to park on Fairdowne and Grafton. We do encourage families to carpool
if they can and also to bring a flashlight as it is very dark on the road. We have arranged for
a shuttle bus to travel up and down Grafton and Fairdowne to transport people to the
school and back. The shuttle will be available for about 30-45 minutes before the show and
after the show. If you would like to catch a ride with the shuttle, please stand at the road
and wave them to stop. If you are transporting people with significant mobility issues, you
may drop them off at the front of the school and then park your vehicle in one of the
designated spofts (the new parking area or on Fairdowne or Grafton).

For both shows, please use the main enfrance of the building. The outside doors by the gym
will be kept locked and it tends to get slippery in that area. We know that folks are busy and
may have other places to be — we are asking spectactors to stay for the whole show as
movement in and out of the gym is very distracting to the performers. We would also like to
remind you that we have several children at EES whose photographs are not to appear
publically. In order to respect the privacy of our students, we ask that you do NOT
download, copy, or distribute any pictures taken at the concert through social media that
contain images of students other than your child’s.

THE POLAR EXPRESS E




Staffing Update

As you are likely aware, Ms. Siedlecki (our Music and Band teacher) has started her maternity
leave and has recently had a healthy baby boy. In order to fill this specialty
position, we have two teachers taking on the teaching responsibilities for the
® remainder of the school year. Ms. Kenna Macleod will be teaching
>~ Music/Drama and Ms. Aleksandra Tremblay will be teaching beginner and

senior band on Tuesdays. Ms. Macleod also shares a Kindergarten class at
Errington Elementary School and Ms. Tremblay is also working at Oceanside Elementary
School.

|

Food at EES

Many of you know that we have a breakfast program where we offer fresh fruit,
bagels, and milk to any student who joins us in our foyer in the morning before
school starts. We rely on donations from our generous community to run this
program. We do not collect money from students for this, but we do
encourage donations to our collection jar when you can.

We also provide students with “top-ups” to their lunch from time to time. We have noticed a
large number of students lining up at our lunch kitchen to get food items. We have asked
their classroom teachers to be the first point of contact to determine whether or not a
student should be visiting the kitchen at lunch (teachers check to see what they have in their
lunch before letting them go to the kitchen). We are very concerned that some students
have been discarding food they have brought from home and getting food top-ups from
the kitchen. We are happy to provide additional food when needed, but we also keep
track of who is getting food. If visits become regular, we will be contacting those parents to
inform them. We know that families have various different lifestyle choices around food and
we want to work with parents to ensure that we are respecting food choices and also able
to help out from time to time. If a child tells us they don’t like something in their lunch, we ask
them to bring it home and have a conversation about food preferences and options with
their families.

In regards to microwaves, some classrooms have one and some have made the choice to
not have a microwave. Many students have been requesting the use of a microwave in the
lunch kitchen. We have had ongoing concerns including:

e The time it takes for the student to walk down to the kitchen, wait in line for their turn,
warm up their food, then take the hot food back to their classroom to eat. By the time
students return to their classroom, the eating period is nearly over.

e Students who have been transporting hot food back to their classroom have scalded
themselves on the hot items.

e Many students arrive to warm up items in packaging that is not suitable for
microwaving.

Due to these ongoing concerns, staff will not be allowing students to microwave food in the
lunch kitchen after the winter break. We highly recommend using a good quality thermos as
an option to keep food warm without having to use a microwave. A stainless steel thermos
works well, especially if it is pre-heated with hot water before placing the hot food in it.



Successful Learner Traits

As part of our work with the re-designed curriculum, our teachers have been using some
common language around Successful Learning Traits. The Successful Learner Traits apply to
ALL learning: social, emotional, academic; learning at recess, at home, and for
extracurricular pursuits.  Students typically rely on a cluster of 2-4 Traits that reflect their
strengths and enable their success. We encourage students to reflect on themselves as
learners in order to bring greater understanding to their strengths, as well as to set goals for
improvement. Your child, along with their mentors, can identify their learning strengths and
goals around the following “I"" statements:

Thoughtful: | am a thinker
Strategic: | work smart
Confident: I can do it
Industrious: | take action
Enthusiastic: | love to learn
Creative: | find my own way
Risk Taking: | am bold
Compassionate: | am kind

SCHOOL DISTRICT No.69 (QUALICUM)

Inclement Weather Procedures Reminder for Parents:

During this time of season, inclement weather may affect the safety and welfare of students.
When snowfall or power outages have the potential to cause school closures, classes to be
postponed, or School District bus services to be disrupted, alerts will be posted as quickly as
possible on the district website (as power permits). The information will also be forwarded to
media outlets.

Before a decision is made about whether buses will be running, or schools will remain open or
be closed, the Superintendent consults with the General Manager of Operations. These
administrators take the current and forecasted weather info consideration, and are in
communication with Highways Maintenance, RCMP, our own crews, and other community
members who can verify local conditions. District staff will be considering current road and
weather conditions, and also whether schools have power. Freezing weather overnight
may mean that conditions are hazardous for travel.

It is our intention to make decisions on whether or not buses or schools are operating by 6:15
am, and to have these decisions communicated to local media outlets by 6:30 am.
Communication is by telephone contact, followed up by an e-mail message.

Parents/Guardians should continue to monitor their local media for any weather-related
updates and the potential impact on school district operations (i.e. bus operations or school
closures).

Parents/Guardians are also reminded to keep battery-operated radios handy and land line
telephones plugged in to prepare for power outages. Since weather conditions can be very
different in the various communities that make up our school district, we recommend
parents/guardians exercise their judgement based on their own local circumstance when
making the decision whether to send or drive their children to school. If a decision is made
by the District to keep schools open but parents/guardians are concerned about safety
issues, they are welcome to keep their children home.

See Board Administrative Procedure below: Emergency Closure of Schools (Student)
PO Box 430, 100 Jensen Ave. East, Parksville, B.C. V9P 2G5 Phone (250) 248-4241 Fax
(250) 248-5767 www.sdé9.bc.ca



SCHOOL DISTRICT No. 69 (QUALICUM)

ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE

EMERGENCY CLOSURE OF SCHOOLS - STUDENTS

Page 1 of 2

Purpose

The Board of Education has the responsibility, under the School Act, to keep District schools in
session for all students and staff according to the annual School Calendar established by the
Ministry of Education. However, the Board of Education also recognizes that the health and safety
of staff and students is of paramount importance and recognizes that schools may have to be
closed temporarily at times for any of several reasons, including the following:

. Inclement weather

. Power outage

° Failure of heating or water services
. Emergency health issues

. Other emergency situations.

The Superintendent of Schools, or designate, has the authority to close schools by reason of
weather emergencies or for other causes that might endanger the health or safety of students
and staff.

School Closure
There are occasions when the General Manager of Operations, in consultation with the
Superintendent of Schools, may decide not to run the morning bus routes due to hazardous

conditions. Every effort will be made to make that decision no later than 6:15 a.m.

Changes in bus operations or school closures shall be communicated to the following media
outlets, which usually make such announcements between 6:30 and 8:00 a.m..

. CIBH Radio (“The Beach” - 88.5 FM) Parksville

. CHPQ Radio (“The Lounge” - 99.9 VM) Parksville
. CHWF Radio (“The Wolf" - 106.9 FM) Nanaimo

. CKWV Radio (“The Wave” - 102.3 FM) Nanaimo
. CKNW (980 AM) Vancouver

° CBC Radio One (690 AM) Vancouver

. CHEK TV News Victoria

[}

Parksville/Qualicum Beach News (PQB News)

Prior to the end of October each year, parents will be reminded through school newsletters of the
procedures that will be implemented in the event of emergent conditions.

18.02.27



SCHOOL DISTRICT No. 69 (QUALICUM)

ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE

EMERGENCY CLOSURE OF SCHOOLS - STUDENTS
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Emergency Early Dismissal

Each school shall have an established plan by which parents can be notified in the event of an
early closure.

In those situations during the school day where an emergent situation arises or weather conditions
deteriorate significantly enough that a Principal or designate has concerns for local road
conditions in his/her school zone, the Principal or designate should contact the Superintendent of
Schools. It is the responsibility of the Superintendent of Schools to notify the Principal or
designate as soon as it becomes apparent that school emergency closure will be necessary.

When an emergent situation occurs after school has begun it may be prudent for students to be
dismissed and, therefore, staff will activate their plan to contact parents. On such occasions the
Superintendent of Schools shall activate communication which notify parents that schools will be
closed early and some or all bus schedules have been advanced.

If a school bus driver is unable to complete his/her normal bus run, the driver will so advise the
General Manager of Operations. After discussion with the General Manager of Operations the
driver will either return the students to their home school or deliver them to an alternate location
identified by the General Manager of Operations. Parents will be advised of such route changes
either by direct telephone contact or other means.

18.02.27



Power Outages and Exireme Weather - What do we do when the power
goes off at EES?

If the power is off for a portion of the day, school will most often continue as usual. We
follow a “power outage protocol” and we keep in touch with BC Hydro to determine the
expected length of the power outage. Any decisions to close the schools are made by
the Superintendent of Schools, along with the Manager of Operations. Factors taken into
consideration include the time of day, predicted length of power outage, and
conditions surrounding the school area (i.e. power lines and/or frees down, adverse
weather conditions, etc.)

When students are sent home due to a power outage or extreme weather event, it is
carried out as follows: parents or the emergency contact idenftified by the parent is
contacted (we have designated staff who contact parents). If parents or the
emergency contact cannot be contacted students remain safe at school until the end
of the regular day or until alternate arrangements can be made.

Students are not released from school without the parent or emergency alternate being
contacted first. We do not permit students to go with friends or neighbors, etc, unless
permission is obtained from the parent. This is a good time to remind parents to make
sure they have listed a few different names as designated pick-up people. These could
include family members, neighbours, or fellow parents. Please note we only have a few
phone lines and it is a lengthy process to phone all parents. During a power outage we
also have limited cell phone reception in the school. When possible, we will also use our
electronic newsletter email group, the EES and SDé9 websites, and the EES PAC
Facebook group to communicate information to families.

We ask parents to please refrain from calling the school during such circumstances as
described above unless it is an emergency; this will help free up our phone lines and staff
who are contacting parents. When students are picked up from school early, it is
extremely important to use the sign-out system in the office before leaving the building so
we can keep frack of student attendance. When we expect a number of people
picking up students at once, we move the sign-out system to the main foyer. Those
arriving to pick-up children sign-out and we have designated staff to go and get the
students from their classrooms.

Show

A few weeks ago, we enjoyed a very small amount of snow and as
the winter continues, there is sure to be more! We wanted to send out
a reminder about our expectations around sledding. If we have a
significant amount of snow accumulate, we will allow students to slide
down the hill to the field. We only allow this during recess and lunch
breaks (not before or after school) and we only allow students to slide
down on a sliding device and they must be wearing snow clothes (waterproof pants and
coat, boots, gloves, etc.)! Our expectation is that snow has to cover the ground completely
(no grass showing) in order to slide. We will set up a coned area for the students to slide
down and expect them to wait until previous sliders have exited the area before sliding. We
ask students to walk back up the hill on either side of the coned off area.

We do allow students to bring items to slide on, but please note that they are not accepted
on the school bus and they are not stored inside the school. Teachers will be asking students
to leave their sliding devices on the walkway outside the classroom during instructional time.
Please make sure your child’s sled is labelled clearly with their name!

Please also take caution and drive slowly in our new parking area. There is a slight incline
that tends to get slippery.



Inclement Weather and Clothing

The fall/winter weather is upon us! It is extremely
important for students fto have appropriate
clothing and footwear for outdoor use, along
with a pair of inside shoes to change into when
inside the building. These shoes are also used for
gym use. We expect students to wear warm i)
coats (hoods are a good idea) and we recommend boo’rs hats, gloves, and umbrellos In
general, students go outside to play during recess and lunch breaks, even if it is raining or
snowing. Each day, we assess the combination of weather, wind, and temperature to
determine whether or not it is suitable for the students to play outside. We recommend that
students have a spare change of clothing kept at school in case of various emergencies.
We have a very limited supply of clothing available.

Communicable Infections

We monitor student attendance closely and during this time of year, iliness is common. We
would like to remind you that if your child shows signs of a communicable infection, it needs
to be diagnosed and freated by a medical provider. Please contact us at the school if your
child has a communicable infection so that we can work with you on determining if and
how long your child needs to be absent from school. We use a guide provided by Island
Health to help us prevent the spread of common childhood illnesses. When calling in your
child's absence, we also appreciate knowing what kind of illness is causing them to be
away. We frack patfterns and are required to report to Island Health if there is an unusual
number of absences due to illness.

Scented Products

i

Washroom Etiquette

We have nofticed that the student washrooms are getting very messy each day. Toilets
aren’t flushed, urine is often on the floor in front of the boys’ urinal, there are things in the
toilets that should not be there (food and food wrappers, pens/pencils, etc.), and there
have been cases where graffiti has been written on the walls. This has caused plumbing
issues and as we have had to close washroom stalls down during the day for cleaning, it
reduces the number of toilets available for student use throughout the day. It also causes
additional time to clean in the evenings when the custodial staff should be concentrating on
cleaning the rest of the school properly. We are very concerned about the state of the
washrooms and have been monitoring them throughout the day. We hope that you will
help by reminding your children about responsible washroom use.

Please note that we follow Board Policy 8007 (Towards a Scent
Considerate School/Workplace Environment) in regards to
scented products in our facilities. We have a number of staff
. and students who have respiratory issues that are aggravated
by scented products. We ask that you please refrain from
wearing perfume/after shave products around our school.

Volunteering

At EES we love to have volunteers in our school! If you would like
to help out in the classroom, library, go on fieldtrips or help on our
PAC, please fill out a Police Information Check form available in
the EES office. It is simple to do! Just fill out the form and bring fo
the R.C.M.P. office in Parksville. If you bring in the letter template
indicating it is for Errington Elementary School, it is free. This needs
to be done once every few years. Due to privacy laws, you must
complete the Police Information Check separately for each
organization you are involved with. It is best to take care of this now so that you can support
throughout the year.




Reporting Student Absents

When reporting your child’'s absence, please call the office at 250-248-8446 (after hours you
can leave a message on our answering service — just listen for the option to report a student
absence in the directory). It is important to let the office know if your child will be late or not
attending school for the day(s) so your child is accounted for. It only takes a minute. If your
child is not at school or late you can expect to receive a call to your main number. Thank
you in advance for reporting early!

Use of Technology

We value the use of technology as an integral part of teaching and learning. Our handheld
devices have become part of our daily routines and give us access to a wide variety of
tools, including photographing our students doing all sorts of activities at school. We have
notficed that some photos of our students have
appeared on social media — we understand that
people taking and sharing photos during school
sanctioned activities are doing so with good
intenfions. What people may not realize is that we
have a number of students who have media
restrictions in place and parents have indicated they
do not want their child’s photo to appear publically.
In order to respect the privacy of our students, we ask
that you do NOT download, copy, or distribute any
pictures or other personal information through social
media that contain images of students and/or student
work other than your child’s.

Peanut Awareness

This year we have students in our school who could have a potentially fatal reaction to
peanut butter. A potentially “fatal” reaction means that after contact with a peanut
product the child may go into shock and without immediate medical care
can die. Therefore, it is vitally important to the safety of the students
involved that their classrooms become peanut aware zones. We have a
number of systems in place fo limit potential exposure. We ask that the
school community and especially all parents share the responsibility to
contfribute to a safe classroom environment for these students by
eliminating peanut products from their classsooms. A wide variety of lunch and snack
products are readily available at local grocery stores, as are alternatives to these types of
food. We ask all parents to discuss with their child about not sharing their snacks with other
children and the danger peanut products pose to students with the allergy. We ask that you
also discuss the issue of cross-contamination. Shared areas that are likely to be possible
points of exposure include doorknobs, tap and toilet handles, soap dispensers, gym
equipment, library books, board games, etc. Your understanding and cooperation is vital
and appreciated. If you have any questions please contact Mrs. Morrison 250 248-8446.

PEANUT/NUT FREE ZONE




NEW WAY TO PAY

Our district has made it possible to pay for any school fees online. If your student’s
classroom teacher has requested to use agendas, a sheet with detailed instructions on
how to sign up for School Cash Online has come home. If your student’s teacher is not
using agendas this year a detail sheet will come home shortly. On our Errington Website
there is a direct link to www.schoolcashonline.com, it is quite easy to sign up. Once
signed up you will receive email notifications if there is a fee associated with your

student. You are still able to pay for any school fees with cash or cheque, but we are
offering the option to pay online.

As always if you need any help navigating this system please feel free to call the office
and they will be happy to help you.

Errington Elementary is now on Instagram!

©

Staff have created a profile to share events and highlights from around the school. We
are hoping that we will be able to better connect to the Errington community and share
the awesome things that are happening around our school. Parents, family members,
and students are welcome to follow us. Please follow us by searching:
errington_wildcats.

Please contact the school if you have any questions.

Seasons Readings from your Library!

Christmas Books: we have many Christmas books out and encourage students to bring
them home to share with their families. Please return them quickly as other students would
like to read them, too :)

Holiday Reading: there's nothing like having a pile of books ready for reading over the
Christmas break! Students are invited to take home extra books over the holidays, come
and see us!

Book Return: please check backpacks and under beds and return library books by
Dec 20.

Family Library Card: families are encouraged to come in to the library and check out
books on their student's card. Please ask us about it )

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all of our EES families!

Ms. Richards and Ms. MacRae



http://www.schoolcashonline.com/

Errington Elementary School Presents:

The Polar Express

Many grade é-7 students are working hard every Tuesday fo
produce our Christmas play, The Polar Express! This is a story about
a frain that takes children to the North Pole on Christmas Eve!

There will be two performances on December 18™, one at 12:45 pm
and another at 6:00 pm. We invite you to bring a non-perishable
food item for our food bank collection, and for a donation for PAC.
There will be a shuttle bus running up and down from the school
before and after the evening performance. Please think about
ride-sharing and bringing a flash-light. Thank you to our Music
Teacher Ms. Macleod, our Teacher Librarian Mrs. Richards, our
Pianist Mrs. Spencer-Dahl, our grade 6-7 cast and crew, and our
teachers and classes, for creating Emington Elementary School's
Christmas concert!

By Shyla R.
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Mid lsland Child Care Needs Assessment: Parent/Caregiver Survey

The Mid Island Child Care Planning Collaborative (Lantzville, Nanaimo, Parksville,
Qualicum Beach and the Regional District of Nanaimo), in partnership with
Snuneymuxw, Qualicum, and Snaw-Naw-As Nafions, are working together to

assess the needs for child care in our respective communities. A key part of the
process involves hearing the views of parents and guardians on child care issues

and priorities. Based on the information gathered, a regional child care strategy
will be created, with strategic directions for each community.

We need to hear from you! Please complete the survey below to help identify
the childcare needs for the Oceanside community.

Survey:

https://ca.research.net/r/Mid-Island-Child-Care-Needs-Assessment-Parent_Caregiver-Survey
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“Every child requires
someone in his or her
life who is absolutely
crazy about them.”

- Urie Bronfenbrenner

THE EARLY DEVELOPMENT

INSTRUMENT...

* k3 Crodan-mads resaxch
quastionnakrs developed at the Oticed
Cantra for Child Studies 3 McMaster
Univarsty;

* ks compiatad by Kindergarten teachars
from across BC for all chikdren in the
maonth of February:

* & designed to help us understand trands
in chiidran’s devalopment at 3 population
kvl and In this way s similar fo the
Canadian Coreus;

* &5 naver used 35 an Indvidual assessmant

of a chibd and no child's EDN rasutts

¥ rdhvidaaly reportad. Instaad, an
indhvideal child's DI data ara Included
I summary data cnly, showing trands ot
3 roup kevel, such a5 school district or
netzhbourhood.

PARTICIPATION IN THE
EDI QUESTIONNAIRE IS
VOLUNTARY...

Even 3%er 3 school district agrees to take
part In EDI dota colection, participation by
indvidual schoots, taachers and parents
and/or caragivers Is completaly vokntary.
It 3 parant or caregver doks not wish his
or her child to participata In the shudy, they
simpiy noed to inform the taacher or the
EDI team 2t HELP (ediphalp.ubc.ca).

WHY DO THE EARLY YEARS MATTER?

Childran's aarly experiances and the emvironmants In which thay spand their bme hava an
importart and measurable effact on thelr Iter haath and wol-baing, In the first faw years
of I, cur gends are particularly sensitive %o the emvironments in which we spend time.
Tha intaraction of gares and amvironmants Influencas the developing brain and other key

biological systams. By Incraasing the quaity of aarly chiidhood axperkences, we snsure
that childran are ready to laarn a5 they entar school, find meaningful work and contribute
to thriving communities,

WHAT IS THE EARLY DEVELOPMENT INSTRUMENT (EDI)?
Tha EDI questionraire compeises 103 itams mexsuring I Important domakes of axrly
chid developmant: Physical Heath & Weil-Bang; Socia! Competanc Emotional Maturity,

Languags & Cognitive Davelopeant; and Communication Stils & Ganaral Knowledge
Rasaarch has shown that these domalns e pood peadictors of aduk haaith, aducation and

sockyl outcomes. Balow = 2 summany of the five ks of the £ questionrairg, which mep
diractly on to these domaing, and the type of questions asked on the survey for sach one

EDI SCALES OF CHILD DEVELOPMENT
PHYSICAL HEALTH AND WELL-BEING
Questiors regarding chikdran’s gross and fine motor shills, physical
Independence and readiness for the school day. €9, Can the chid bolda
pencil? (s the chivd abk fo manipulate objects?

SOCIAL COMPETENCE

@ Questicns regarding chifdran’s overal social compatancies, capacky for
respact and rasponsbiity, approaches to arning, and reddiness to aeplors
naw things. £.g, is tho chiid abie fo folow clazs routines? ks the child sef-

wntdent?

EMOTIONAL MATURITY
Questions regarding childran's peasocial and halping behaviours, a5 wall 2
hyperactivity and inatiertion, and aggressiva, anudous and fearful behaviour.

£, Does the chid comfort & chidd who &5 crying o upsad? Dogs the chivd hap
choan up o mass?

l |§| LANGUAGE AND COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT

Questions regarding childran’s basic and advancod Reracy skills, numaracy
skilks, intarast In math and reading, and mamiry. E.g, /s the chid inderestad 1
oding and writtng? Can the child count and recognie numbars?

COMMUNCATION SKILLS AND GENERAL KNOWLEDGE

Questions regarding childrar's Engish lanzuage iis and semenal
knowledgs. £, Can the chid tod o story? Can the chid commenicate with
odutts and childron? Can the chivd take part In imagleetive play?
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The EDI questiorraie was dawaloped by chikd devalopmsnt
wxparts and researchers In Canada and with the help ot
Kindergarten taachars and scheol administrators, It has baen used
In all Canadian provinces ovar the past two decades. In BC, the
Ministries of Chidran and Famlly Dawalkepmant, Educaticn, and
Heaith hawe furded the colection and usa of the EDI quastionnaire
since 2001 To drte, we have collected EDI dita for almest
300,000 Kindsrgarten studants in BC. W hawa ora of the werld's
largest data sats on children's dovalopment a5 they start scheel.

You can find 3 samphi copy of the EDI quasticanaire &t:
wxrlyleaming.ubc.cafd.

Information from the EDI questionnair has proven assantial to
educators, school districts, health professiorals, aarly years can
providers, community membars, and gowmmants In planning
programs, sarvices, and policks ralating to children and familiss.
Public Instutions, inckiding scheol dstricts, usa EDf Information
(data) Inthalr scheol district planning. Schooks and communities
use EDI Information to undarstand how children are dolng In bay
o35 of dewalopmant, and fo plan intarventions. The Information
obtaired from the EDI questionnaira ds0 suppert presindal
Imvestment, poliky devslopmsnt, and program planring and
waluation The EDI questionnaira Is never ussd to rapart onthe
devslopment of Indvidual children or to compara schooks,

EDI dta and research can serw a5 3 way to provida relght Into
how kindargarten children are dolng and faciitats discussions
about the factors affecting chilkdren's aarly devalopmert In
neighbourhocds acress the provinca. The Informiation from the
EDI questionnaire & usad to Increasa awaransss of tha ways n
which we can crsata anvireaments in which all chilkdren can theive
and devslop.

THE HUMAN EARLY LEARNING PARTNERSHIP

WHAT ARE WE LEARNING FROM THE EDI?

With ower 12 paars of EDI data now gathered, chear trancs and
patterns In chikdran’s davolopment 2 amenging, HELP completed
our st data gatharing process In 2015, Based oncur new data,
32.4% of BC Kindergartan children ara vuinarabla In one or mens
aspacts of their davalopmsnt. This is the highast lkwalef winarabity
wa hawe séan In 20years Vuherable chiidren are children who,
without addtional suppert and care, may expariencas ikus
dhalenges nschoal and sockty.

HELP's ED{ BC: 2019 Provinddl Raport providas a comprahensive
overview of the prowinci trends that are smirging from over 18
yaars of EDf data collection and analysis. Tha Imfeemation shared
Inthe repart offers 3 common placa to start as wa worktogathar
to mprove child cutcomas across the provings. You can find the

Provinchal Regort at: aarlylearningubc.ca/maps & di

For mora Informrtion about how HELP determines the vulnerabilty
rate, sae the Vulnarability Factshaet: oarlykamingube catradia/
edhwin-tactshact pat.

0O YOU NEED MORE INFORMATION?

Phase soe tha ED! Parant Guardian Informed Fassive Conzant
Latter, dstributed by yourchild's schoad, for mora ditalled
Infermation about the EDI ressarch project. The letter can also be
found at: exrlykamingube cafdlcommunity-resources.

Please visit carlyleamingube.ca to karn mor about HELP and
our program of ressarch Inchiding the Toddler Devalopmant
Instrumsnt (TOA), Chidhood Experiinces Questionnalre (CHEQ),
and Middke Years Devslopment Instrumant (MOH).

Principal Imvestigator TEL  404.822.2215
Dr.Kimberly Schonsrt-Reichl  EMAIL  sd@halpubcca
WEB  exlyfeamingubcca

Tha Human Early Laaming Fartnarship
(HELP)Is 2 research st based
& tha Unharshy of Brkih Columbla, 104 CHEQ D! MDI
For 13 years, HELP has worked Tadde: Camkgrrant Ovdheed Eaparunces tarly Dewakegrrnt V3348 Tears Cowbo prars
h BHP whhschods and fnskrursani Queshornan lndtrurent Nt rant
scheol districts azross BC to gathar ’ " .
iatespems Mﬂ:”n W!Brnmlm h:mmm um Brades 4 &7
Hthy chikd duvskopmant. 3 thhe ha:‘ “2:::4-' omm.:‘ -::um-m:rm“ -;ml hni‘m
The EDA quastionraira s one of four 0 o o 0
resqarch questiomnaires thatwa e pareat guardin surwy  parent/uandlan sarwy taachar survey sdudent srwy
% port of cur child devalopmsnt
meeitoring systom atHELP. The
nformation colkcted 15 thared with
schaok and communities.
HUMAN
P TARLY LEARN
EDI PARENT/CAREGIVER NEWSLETTER Varsion: uly 16,2019 amw%
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SnowPags .

CANADA'S BEST SKI & SNOWBOARD DEAL

It is fime once again for the Grade 4 & 5
SnowPass!

Canada West Ski Area Association are offering
families the opportunity for their Grade 4 and 5

KIDS IN GRADES 4 &5 students to ski and snowboard for only
CAN SKI & SNOWBOARD $29.99 + fax.

AT [A(H 0[ ]‘“E Brochures are available from the EES school

office.
25+ SKI AREAS

FOR JUST $29.99!

APPLY NOW AT:
www.SnowPagsg.org

s

Welcome to

[Munchalfunchfecom)

Hot Lunch Days

December 13 - Pizza Day
January 15t — Subway Day

All lunches close on Munchalunch a week prior to lunch date.
Munchalunch is now open for ordering!

XXX

PAC NEWS

A big thank you to all our volunteers and those who visited the EES Christmas Craft Fair —
this was a great success and your support of this event is much appreciated.

Congratulations go to Linda Berry for winning the PAC *Volunteer of the Month” draw.
Thank you for your service to our school community!

On behalf of the PAC we would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a very
Healthy and Happy Christmas and New Year!




Tuesdays, 5:15-6:00 pm Wednesdays, 4:30to 5:15 pm
Oct 1 to Dec 3, 2019 Oct 2-Dec 4, 2019
Jan 7 to Mar 10, 2020 Jan 8 to Mar 11, 2020

- REGIONAL Register at rdn.bc.ca/recreation edioh
Ravensong Aquatic Centre Oceanside Place Arena
‘ D ISTRICT 737 Jones St, Qualicum Beach 830 W Island Hwy, Parksville n u
OF NANAIMO  250-752-5014 250-248-3252

vy BABYSITTERS CERTIFICATION

Get trained. Get hired.

Courses offered:
Nov 3, Dec 1, Jan 18,
Feb 23, Mar 8

Sundays

9:00 am-4:00 pm
Qualicum Commons
$49 Fee includes manual

- REGIONAL Register at rdn.bc.ca/recreation SR

‘ D ISTRIC ] Ravensong Aquatic Centre Oceanside Place Arena
737 Jones St, Qualicum Beach 830 W Island Hwy, Parksville @

OF NANAIMO 250-752-5014 250-248-3252




HOME ALONE

You know you’re growing up when you get to stay home alone,
but there are a few things you should learn before you go solo.

9-12yrs $30
Craig St. Commons
Sat Oct 5 & Dec 7
9-11:30am

Qualicum Commons
Sat Nov 30
9-11:30am & 12:30-3pm

- REGIONAL Register at rdn.bc.ca/recreation R
“ D IS TRI CT Ravensong Aquatic Centre Oceanside Place Arena n u @
= f 737 Jones St, Qualicum Beach 830 W Island Hwy, Parksville .

gl OF NANAIMO  250-752-5014 250-248-3252

- MARTIAL ARTS FOR KIDS

Give your child a kick-start! Learn the basics of karate or kung fu
while building self-confidence and fitness.

Fridays Jan 17-Feb 21, é sessions
Little Dragons Kung Fu 4-6yrs #11594 $30 ﬁ
Kids Kung Fu 6-11yrs #11595 $45 " e P

Saturdays Jan 18-Feb 22

Little Ninjas Karate 4-6 yrs #11592 $30
Kids Karate 6-11yrs #11593 $45
Instructor: Element Martial Arts ; -

- REGIONAL Register at rdn.bc.ca/recreation Hrid o

‘ D IST RIC i 1y Ravensong Aquatic Centre Oceanside Place Arena
737 Jones St, Qualicum Beach 830 W Island Hwy, Parksville @

OF NANAIMO 250-752-5014 250-248-3252
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REGIONAL

DISTRICT
OF NANAIMO

Register at rdn.bc.ca/recreation o —
Ravensong Aquatic Centre Oceanside Place Arena

737 Jones St, Qualicum Beach 830 W Island Hwy, Parksville
250-752-5014 250-248-3252

Join local pottery artist Anne Marie Veale to learn the skills and
creativity of handbuilding and wheel work.

REGIONAL

DISTRICT
OF NANAIMO

Register at rdn.bc.ca/recreation Findl us on

Ravensong Aquatic Centre Oceanside Place Arena
737 Jones St, Qualicum Beach 830 W Island Hwy, Parksville
250-752-5014 250-248-3252
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REGIONAL Information at rdn.bc.ca/recreation Bt

D IS T RI C T Ravensong Aguatic Cenfre Oceanside Place Acna
% 737 Jonas ST, Qualicum Beach 820 W Island Hwy, Parksvile
. OF NANAIMO 250752 5014 250 248 3757




EES Calendar of Events

Caring for Community
at Christmas

Registration

N

I, Society of
Organized
Services

Funded by community donations and
offered to low income residents

\
N .

living in School District 69.

To take part in this program, please register in person at:

SOS Community Services Centre 245 West Hirst Avenue, Parksville
Starting November 13, 2019. Monday - Friday, 9:30 am - 3:30 pm.
Evening registrations are available by appointment.

Registrations will also be accepted at these outreach locations:
SOS Community Services Centre 744 Primrose St. Qualicum Beach
Wednesdays Nov. 13 - Dec. 4, 2 - 4 pm. Fridays Nov. 15 - Dec. 6,9:30 - 11:30 am.

Wildwood Community Church 113 McColl Rd. Bowser
Thursdays: Nov. 7, 10 am - 12 pm. Nov. 28,1 - 4 pm. Dec. 12, 10 am - 1 pm.

When you register remember to bring:
e Photo ID for each adult (19 yrs +)
* Proof of residency
e Care Cards for minor children

250.248.2093 ext. 229 | coordinator@sosd69.com | www.sosd69.com



December 18 Winter Concert 12:45pm and 6:00pm
19 Pajama Day
20 Last day of school before the Winter Break
January 6 School Reopens after Winter Break
15 PAC Lunch (Subway)
21 Dad’s Night Out - EES Gym 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm
24 Jersey Day
February 5 Learning Updates get sent home
11 Dad'’s Night Out - EES Gym 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm
14 Red/White/Pink Day
17 BC FAMILY DAY
24 Professional Development Day — No School
March 13 Last day of school before Spring Break
29 EES PAC Comedy Night — Fundraising Event at the Errington Hall
30 School Re-opens after Spring Break
April 10 GOOD FRIDAY - No School
13 EASTER MONDAY - No School
21 Dad’s Night Out — EES Gym 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm
28 Grade 7 Health Conference
May 1 Conferencing Adjustment Day — No School
15 Professional Development Day — No School
18 VICTORIA DAY - No School
June 25 Last day of school, ends 3 hours early (11:00)

**Please note the above calendar will be updated as new events occur**

Electronic Newsletters

EES newsletters are provided bi-weekly on Fridays. Newsletters are posted to the EES website
and parents who have registered will receive a notification email and link when a newsletter
has been posted. Most parents use this option and it certainly reduces the amount of paper
and time required to prepare newsletters. Subscribing to the electronic newsletter is very
simple.

Sign up through the Errington Elementary School website (hitp://ees.sdé%.bc.ca) by entering
your email address in the area “Sign up for our newsletter & keep in touch” found near the
bottom of the home page. After you enter your email and click on “GO" an email will be
sent to your email address. You must respond to the email to become a verified member to
receive newsletters. There is an option to “Unsubscribe” at any time you choose.

If you would prefer to receive a paper copy of the newsletter, please fill out the tear-off
below and return to the school by September 20th. All newsletters after today will be
provided online and we will only print a paper copy to those who have filled out the tear-off
below. Please note that you need to indicate your desire for a paper copy of the newsletter
each year. We will keep a few extra copies in the main office for pick-up if necessary.

Parent Name Student Name(s)

Student Grade(s) Classroom Teacher(s)

(1 1would prefer to receive a paper copy of the EES Newsletter.


http://ees.sd69.bc.ca/

