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Principal’s Message
I hope you had a chance to enjoy the spring break with your children. We have many exciting
things to look forward to this spring. Please make sure to check the dates to remember in this
newsletter and update your calendars at home.
With the longer days and the spring weather trying to make an appearance, we hope that
the children are spending time outdoors. For those students who do spend time on the
computer, the article below provides suggestions on how to make online safety a priority in
your home.
Technology has changed how students learn and how they socialize. Millions of kids in all age
groups are online every day – at home, at school, at friends’ homes, at the library – and many
are creating online content. We know that some of our students are active on social media
platforms such as Instagram, Snapchat, Musicaly, Facebook, and chat groups formed through
gaming devices. Did you know that most of those sites have a minimum age requirement of
13. To keep your child safe online:
Discuss rules and expectations. Use software that helps to protect kids, but supervise carefully,
too. Only allow your child to communicate with people you both know when he’s online.
Set limits on screen time, such as 10 hours or fewer per week. Remember that screen time
includes TV, computer and video game use.
Do not allow your child to reveal personal information online, such as his name, phone number,
school, passwords or location.
Keep Internet access out of your child’s room. Only let your child go online if you can see what
he’s doing.
Learn about websites your child wants to visit. Are they safe? Do you approve of their content?
Encourage your child to be honest with you if something inappropriate occurs online. React
calmly if this happens. Report your concerns to the authorities.
Stay informed about online safety. Visit sites such as www.fosi.org (Family Online Safety
Institute) and Netsmartz.org for more tips.
Source: Elementary School Parents (April 2013, Vol.24, No.8)

Families on the Move?
Please let the school office know if your family will be moving next year. As
planning is underway for next year, it is very helpful if we are aware of any
students who will not be attending our school in September.

Planning for September
Soon we will begin developing a draft class organization for next school year. This includes
projecting student enrolment and creating classes that make the most efficient use of our
staff, while at the same time, observing provincial class size limits and building classes that can
work together as a team. Attached below is a letter from the Assistant Superintendent
regarding class formation for September 2019. If you would like to provide input to your child’s
placement, please do this by Thursday, April 18th. Please note that parent input is one of a
number of factors that guide us in the formation of classes. We must pay attention to the other
important considerations outlined in the letter below, which contribute to an optimum learning
environment for all children. While a smaller school such as ours has many benefits, we are
also faced with a very limited number of classes at each grade level – which limits placement
options.

Celebration of Learning/Spring Conferencing
Communicating student learning is an essential part of education. EES Teachers are planning
an opportunity to connect with families during the week of May 1st. Some teachers are
planning a “celebration of learning”, some will be setting up individual conference times, and
some are planning a combination of both. Please see the instructions below on how to use
the online appointment booking system. This will be an opportunity for students to take a
central role in sharing where they are in their learning as well as sharing what they see as their
next steps. As educational researcher Anne Davies says, "When students communicate with
others what they have learned, they come to better understand what they have learned and
what they need to learn."
School Appointments - Parent Instructions
(Booking is available starting April 12, 2019)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Go to our school appointments web site: http://ees.parentconferences.net
Click to "REGISTER" (top box).
Complete all the required fields.
Click “REGISTER NOW”.
Click "Add Student".
Complete the required fields.
Click “Insert”.
Next to your child’s name, click on the blue calendar icon. Click on the blue calendar
beside your child’s teacher name. When teacher is highlighted, click on View
Calendars.
9. Click on an appointment day and time that you would like to book. Note your name is
automatically put into the field at this time. Others who look on this calendar will not
see your name, they will just see that the time slot is not available.
10. Click Book Appointment.
11. If you have more than one teacher:
Go back to Home.
Click Manage Students.
Add New Student.
Complete the fields as above and continue with the rest of the process to book your
other appointment(s).
Note: You can edit or delete names if you have made a mistake.
If you have any problems or questions, please contact the office at 250-248-8446. Thank you!
We are looking forward to seeing you at the celebration of learning or parent/teacher
conferences!

Student Learning Survey
This is a reminder that the Student Learning Surveys are still open until April 15th.
The Student Learning Survey is for students in Grades 4, 7, 10, and 12, their parents, and staff.
The survey covers a range of topics, providing a comprehensive picture of the educational
experience in B.C. public schools. Questions were developed with input from partner groups,
teachers and experts in educational measurement and special education. This survey has
been administered to our Grade 4 and 7 students. Parents of Grade 4 and 7 students are
encouraged to complete this survey by clicking on the link below.
Parents may access the survey with the link for Direct Access from the link below. Surveys are
to be completed by parents with children in Grades 4, 7, 10, and 12. A parent may complete
a survey for each child in the targeted grades. The parent survey is available in English, French
and 16 other languages. Thank you in advance for your participation. The survey can be
accessed through the following link:
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.bced.gov.bc.ca_sat5Fsurvey_access.htm&d=DwICAw&c=dwr0MjUrBqJCVHlZWcv1jg&r=9BdKoxkGxVcTOauais6WPJrbk1o_DsUDyKlZSeN6p8
4&m=-amMzCyyId1zEXB0GqvW7rEmzGFOtRYCSipIDvfxlgg&s=P5A3weB3kxj5sLnXyuOPQG35MolhD2gSEc8Oz2sX1UI&e=

Criminal Record Checks
We value parent helpers and
other volunteers who support
with various different activities
at EES. We want to remind you
that it is mandatory to have a
Criminal Record Check completed prior to taking part in volunteer activities (classroom
activities, school activities, field trips, etc.). They are good for 5 years. With so many field
trips and special activities coming up, we wanted to remind you of this expectation. We
do have a letter available at the EES office for you to get so that you don’t have to pay the
usual fee for getting this done. The RCMP have advised us that there is at least a two-week
timeline to complete the process, but it could take longer during peak times. Please note
that due to privacy regulations, organizations cannot share this type of information, so you
need a separate Criminal Record Check completed for each organization you volunteer
with. If you are not sure you have completed a criminal record check for EES please ask the
office.

NEWS FROM YOUR LIBRARY
TAKING CARE OF OUR LIBRARY BOOKS: We ask that students return their library
books promptly as many have students waiting to read them. Using a bag for
library books helps keep books safe from damage in backpacks. Having a
special place at home for library books is helpful for keeping them from
getting lost! Any books that are lost may be replaced with a good quality
book of similar genre. Please speak with Ms. Macrae or Ms. Richards.
SPRING BOOK FAIR:
Our Spring Book Fair was a huge success! Thank you to everyone who
supported our Library by participating in our Spring Book Fair! We had over
$3,630.00 in sales, which translated to $338 in new books and $845 in cash for
our Author Visits in May. A special thank you to our Senior Library Pages
(Catherine, Dakota, Georgia, Evan, Jace and Kaleb) and our parent
volunteers who helped make our Fair such a success!
TAKE AND TRADE TABLE: We're always looking for great books to put on our
table for students to take home.

Welcome Student Teachers!
We would like to extend a warm welcome to our student teachers who are here from
VIU to do their 6 week practiucums:
Sarah Thomson with Eric Neumeyer’s class, Morgan Atwell with Rose Benoit’s class and
Shayla Twamley with Catherine Baynton’s class.

Reporting Student Absents
When reporting your child’s absence, please call the office at 250-248-8446 (after hours you
can leave a message on our answering service – just listen for the option to report a student
absence in the directory). It is important to let the office know if your child will be late or not
attending school for the day(s) so your child is accounted for. It only takes a minute. If your
child is not at school or late you can expect to receive a call to your main number. Thank you
in advance for reporting early!

NEW WAY TO PAY
This year our district has made it possible to pay for any school fees online. If your
student’s classroom teacher has requested to use agendas, a sheet with detailed
instructions on how to sign up for School Cash Online has come home. If your student’s
teacher is not using agendas this year a detail sheet will come home shortly. On our
Errington Website there is a direct link to www.schoolcashonline.com, it is quite easy to
sign up. Once signed up you will receive email notifications if there is a fee associated
with your student. You are still able to pay for any school fees with cash or cheque, but
we are offering the option to pay online.
As always if you need any help navigating this system please feel free to call the office
and they will be happy to help you.

Headlice

It’s that time of year – headlice is back in town! A reminder to parents to start
checking your child(ren)’s head and let’s be preventative. If in need, the school does
have lice combs and pamphlets describing the recommended treatment – just ask at the
office.
Information is posted on our website, in the General Information section and included in
this newsletter.

VIU’s Milner Gardens Bunny Trail April 19 to 22, 2019
Bring the children or grandchildren for a children’s Easter Bunny search taking
place in the Gardens. At the Welcome & Interpretive Centre, children can pick
up maps for clues to spotting the bunnies, and then return the map to the Pool
House Gift Shop to receive an Easter treat.
Adult admission $9, Youth $5. Free admission for children 12 and under
accompanied by an adult, members, and current VIU students with card.
Garden open 10am to 5pm, with last entry 4:30pm
Tea Room open 1pm to 4pm for tea, scones and soup.
For more info 250-752-6153 or milnergardens.viu.ca
Milner Gardens & Woodland
2179 West Island Highway
Qualicum Beach, BC

EES Calendar of Events
April

May

June

18

Professional Development Day – No School

19

GOOD FRIDAY – No School

22

EASTER MONDAY – No School

26

Animal Spirit Day

30

Grade 7 Health and Wellness Fair

1-2

Celebration of Learning/Parent-Teacher Conferences

8

Grade 3 Swim Program begins (Ms. Baynton’s class)

17

Conferencing Adjustment Day - No School

21

VICTORIA DAY – No School

27

Grade 6 Immunizations (Booster Shots)

18

New Kindergarten Orientation

27

Last day of school, ends 3 hours early (11:00)

**Please note the above calendar will be updated as new events occur**





Electronic Newsletters
EES newsletters are provided bi-weekly on Fridays. Newsletters are posted to the EES website
and parents who have registered will receive a notification email and link when a newsletter
has been posted. Most parents use this option and it certainly reduces the amount of paper
and time required to prepare newsletters. Subscribing to the electronic newsletter is very
simple.
Sign up through the Errington Elementary School website (http://ees.sd69.bc.ca) by entering
your email address in the area “Sign up for our newsletter & keep in touch” found near the
bottom of the home page. After you enter your email and click on “GO” an email will be sent
to your email address. You must respond to the email to become a verified member to receive
newsletters. There is an option to “Unsubscribe” at any time you choose.
If you would prefer to receive a paper copy of the newsletter, please fill out the tear-off below
and return to the school as soon as possible. We will only print a paper copy to those who
have filled out the tear-off below. Please note that you need to indicate your desire for a
paper copy of the newsletter each year. We will keep a few extra copies in the main office
for pick-up if necessary.
Parent Name _____________

Student Name(s) ____________________

Student Grade(s) _______

Classroom Teacher(s) ________________

□

I would prefer to receive a paper copy of the EES Newsletter.

