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Principal’s Message
It is with mixed emotions that we announce today that Ms. Shauna Huggins (Vice-Principal)
will be leaving EES at the end of this school year. Ms. Huggins has accepted an administrative
position with the Nanaimo-Ladysmith School District, commencing August 1, 2019. While Ms.
Huggins will have a heavy heart as she says goodbye to the EES community at the end of
June, she is excited to have the opportunity to work in her home community of Nanaimo. Ms.
Huggins is grateful for the time she has spent at EES and looks forward to the next few months
with us. We do not yet know who will be taking on the Vice-Principal role at EES next year, but
will keep you informed as soon as we can.
With the last few months of the school year upon us, it is sometimes hard to keep students
motivated. The article below suggests five strategies that can help increase your child’s
motivation to learn:
Kids who are motivated to learn are likely to be more successful in school than those who are
not. To motivate your child:
1. Be a learner yourself. Let your child see you read books. Watch educational programs.
Attend school functions. Try new things. Show curiosity.
2. Share what you learn. Talk about new ideas or scientific discoveries with your child.
Discuss things you read or hear.
3. Show an interest in what he is learning. Ask questions simply to learn and share - not to
check up on your child.
4. Let him know you believe he can learn. If you show faith in your child’s ability to learn,
he will have more confidence in his ability.
5. Stay positive. If your child has problems in school, help him see that problems can be
solved. Meet with the teacher to figure out ways your child can improve. Then discuss
ways you can work together to help him succeed.
Source: Elementary School Parents (April 2017, Vol.28, No.8)

Families on the Move?
Please let the school office know if your family will be moving next year. As
planning is underway for next year, it is very helpful if we are aware of any
students who will not be attending our school in September.

Celebration of Learning/Spring Conferencing
This is a reminder that we have our Celebrations of Learning/Spring Conferencing scheduled
for next week. Communicating student learning is an essential part of education. Next week
we have some teachers planning a “celebration of learning”, some will be setting up
individual conference times, and some are planning a combination of both. Please see the
instructions below on how to use the online appointment booking system. This will be an
opportunity for students to take a central role in sharing where they are in their learning as well
as sharing what they see as their next steps. As educational researcher Anne Davies says,
"When students communicate with others what they have learned, they come to better
understand what they have learned and what they need to learn."

School Appointments - Parent Instructions
(Booking is available starting April 12, 2019)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Go to our school appointments web site: http://ees.parentconferences.net
Click to "REGISTER" (top box).
Complete all the required fields.
Click “REGISTER NOW”.
Click "Add Student".
Complete the required fields.
Click “Insert”.
Next to your child’s name, click on the blue calendar icon. Click on the blue calendar
beside your child’s teacher name. When teacher is highlighted, click on View
Calendars.
9. Click on an appointment day and time that you would like to book. Note your name is
automatically put into the field at this time. Others who look on this calendar will not
see your name, they will just see that the time slot is not available.
10. Click Book Appointment.
11. If you have more than one teacher:
Go back to Home.
Click Manage Students.
Add New Student.
Complete the fields as above and continue with the rest of the process to book your
other appointment(s).
Note: You can edit or delete names if you have made a mistake.
If you have any problems or questions, please contact the office at 250-248-8446. Thank you!
We are looking forward to seeing you at the celebration of learning or parent/teacher
conferences!

Criminal Record Checks
We value parent helpers and
other volunteers who support
with various different activities
at EES. We want to remind you
that it is mandatory to have a
Criminal Record Check completed prior to taking part in volunteer activities (classroom
activities, school activities, field trips, etc.). They are good for 5 years. With so many field
trips and special activities coming up, we wanted to remind you of this expectation. We
do have a letter available at the EES office for you to get so that you don’t have to pay the
usual fee for getting this done. The RCMP have advised us that there is at least a two-week
timeline to complete the process, but it could take longer during peak times. Please note
that due to privacy regulations, organizations cannot share this type of information, so you
need a separate Criminal Record Check completed for each organization you volunteer
with. If you are not sure you have completed a criminal record check for EES please ask the
office.

Unsafe Litter
We have been hearing
reports of unsafe litter around public spaces in
our community. We felt it
would be a good time to teach/remind our
children of what to do if
they encounter unsafe litter. Please take some time
to discuss items that are “safe”
to pick-up and items that are “unsafe” to pick up. We
know that children can be very helpful, but we don’t want to put them at risk for picking up
something that could be dangerous to themselves or others. Items such as broken glass, sharp
metal, and needles need to be disposed of with care. Images of needles can be easily found
online to show your child what they look like. If your child comes across a dangerous item, we
advise them to report to an adult immediately. Sharp items should never be discarded straight
into a garbage can. They should be in some kind of container so as not to poke through a
plastic bag and injure an employee who is handling garbage bags. There are several “safe”
containers available around the community to dispose used needles so as not to put the
public at risk. We still encourage everyone to help keep our public spaces free of litter – we
just ask that people use extreme caution if they encounter unsafe litter.

Parksville Library – Summer Reading Club
We invite students at your school to embark on a reading adventure at the library by
participating in this year’s BC Summer Reading Club: Imagine the Possibilities!

Each summer, Vancouver Island Regional Library (VIRL) offers a free Summer Reading Club
to help children stay on top of the important skill of reading while they are out of school. As
you know, regular reading over the summer helps kids to maintain or improve reading skills,
and voluntary reading is key to making reading habitual. Summer Reading Club motivates
kids to read by providing:
• Materials so kids can track their reading success: prizes, reading records, and
stickers.
• Medals for all children who complete a reading record.
• Fun library programs, contests, and activities.
• Wrap-up parties at the library to celebrate a successful summer of reading.
Summer Reading Club officially starts on July 2nd. Parents and/or guardians can register
their children at their local library beginning June 18th. Kids who register receive a special
package to keep track of their reading; the package includes a reading record and other
fun stuff.

Reporting Student Absents
When reporting your child’s absence, please call the office at 250-248-8446 (after hours you
can leave a message on our answering service – just listen for the option to report a student
absence in the directory). It is important to let the office know if your child will be late or not
attending school for the day(s) so your child is accounted for. It only takes a minute. If your
child is not at school or late you can expect to receive a call to your main number. Thank you
in advance for reporting early!

NEW WAY TO PAY
This year our district has made it possible to pay for any school fees online. If your
student’s classroom teacher has requested to use agendas, a sheet with detailed
instructions on how to sign up for School Cash Online has come home. If your student’s
teacher is not using agendas this year a detail sheet will come home shortly. On our
Errington Website there is a direct link to www.schoolcashonline.com, it is quite easy to
sign up. Once signed up you will receive email notifications if there is a fee associated
with your student. You are still able to pay for any school fees with cash or cheque, but
we are offering the option to pay online.
As always if you need any help navigating this system please feel free to call the office
and they will be happy to help you.

Headlice

It’s that time of year – headlice is back in town! A reminder to parents to start
checking your child(ren)’s head and let’s be preventative. If in need, the school does
have lice combs and pamphlets describing the recommended treatment – just ask at the
office.
Information is posted on our website, in the General Information section.

NEWS FROM YOUR LIBRARY
TAKING CARE OF OUR LIBRARY BOOKS: We ask that students return their library
books promptly as many have students waiting to read them. Using a bag for
library books helps keep books safe from damage in backpacks. Having a
special place at home for library books is helpful for keeping them from
getting lost! Any books that are lost may be replaced with a good quality
book of similar genre. Please speak with Ms. Macrae or Ms. Richards.
AUTHOR AND ILLUSTRATOR VISITS TO EES: We're so excited to welcome
internationally acclaimed authors and illustrators to EES Library next month!
Parents and caregivers are invited to attend these sessions which run the last
week of May. Please email Ms. Richards at jrichards@sd69.bc.ca for more
information.
Gabrielle Grimard: transformed her love of design into a career in illustration
over the course of her studies at Concordia University and the University of
Quebec. In 2018, Gabrielle's picture book Stolen Words won the Ruth and
Sylvia Schwartz Children's Book Award and was a finalist for the TD Canadian
Children's Book Award. Not My Girl was a USBBY Outstanding International
Book. Her creativity has been applied to children's publishing, advertising and
educational contexts. https://www.gabriellegrimard.com/index.php/en/
Emma Fitzgerald: What is it like to wake up every day and draw as your job?
Emma will share her unique process of drawing on location, sharing how she
first studied art, then architecture, then started a house portrait business,
and then became an illustrator and writer!
https://www.emmafitzgerald.ca/About-Emma-2
Linda Bailey: Dogs, dinosaurs, monsters — and more! Join Linda Bailey for a
fun-filled romp with characters who will jump off their pages to say hello. Meet
Stanley, who invites half the dogs in town to his people’s house in Stanley’s
Party. Consider what might happen If You Happen to Have a Dinosaur lying
around your living room. And find out what-the-heck is lurking under Leo’s
bed in Under-the-Bed Fred! Linda Bailey loves to look at life from unusual
points of view. Join her as she tells the stories behind some of her favourite
characters — and takes you inside their worlds! www.lindabaileybooks.com
Jordan Stafford: is the author of the Middle-Grade Wollstonecraft Detective
Agency series from Knopf / Random Penguin, which is being adapted to a
video game, as well as for television. He has been featured on c/net, io9,
boing boing, WIRED, and Reading Rainbow. www.jordanstratford.com
Michael Arvaarluk Kusugak: is a gifted and mesmerizing storyteller. In Inuit
culture, storytellers learn their craft by listening to stories told to them as
children. These stories are ancient and compelling, told over and over again
changing slightly with each teller’s telling. Michael was introduced to the
stories by his grandmother while he was traveling by dog team living in igloos
and sod huts at the Arctic Circle. He weaves these stories with stories of his
life, a life of rapid change and adaptation. Michael’s storytelling will transport
you to another world. www.michaelkusugak.com

TAKE AND TRADE TABLE: We're always looking for great books to put on our
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AKE AND TRADE TABLE: The Library is always looking for great books to put on
their table for students to take home.

Soccer at EES

Our Field Coaches are soccer ready!
Coach/Referee Samara worked together with Playground Leaders Cole and Isayas
with Grade 2/3 students on the field today.
Field Coaches Samara and Rusty will be offering soccer games to students this spring.

Field Coach Samara with Isayas and Cole Playground Leaders and Jessie, RDN
Recreation Co-ordinator

EES Calendar of Events
April

30

Grade 7 Health and Wellness Fair

May

1-2

Celebration of Learning/Parent-Teacher Conferences

June

8

Grade 3 Swim Program begins (Ms. Baynton’s class)

17

Conferencing Adjustment Day - No School

21

VICTORIA DAY – No School

27

Grade 6 Immunizations (Booster Shots)

29

Island Health Immunization (Measles) Catch Up (K – Gr.4) 3pm to 6pm (in the gym)

30

Volunteer Appreciation Tea in afternoon (time to be determined)

18

New Kindergarten Orientation

27

Last day of school, ends 3 hours early (11:00)

**Please note the above calendar will be updated as new events occur**





Electronic Newsletters
EES newsletters are provided bi-weekly on Fridays. Newsletters are posted to the EES website
and parents who have registered will receive a notification email and link when a newsletter
has been posted. Most parents use this option and it certainly reduces the amount of paper
and time required to prepare newsletters. Subscribing to the electronic newsletter is very
simple.
Sign up through the Errington Elementary School website (http://ees.sd69.bc.ca) by entering
your email address in the area “Sign up for our newsletter & keep in touch” found near the
bottom of the home page. After you enter your email and click on “GO” an email will be sent
to your email address. You must respond to the email to become a verified member to receive
newsletters. There is an option to “Unsubscribe” at any time you choose.
If you would prefer to receive a paper copy of the newsletter, please fill out the tear-off below
and return to the school as soon as possible. We will only print a paper copy to those who
have filled out the tear-off below. Please note that you need to indicate your desire for a
paper copy of the newsletter each year. We will keep a few extra copies in the main office
for pick-up if necessary.
Parent Name _____________

Student Name(s) ____________________

Student Grade(s) _______

Classroom Teacher(s) ________________

□

I would prefer to receive a paper copy of the EES Newsletter.

