
  KWALIKUM CHRONICLES
  #4, December, 2025

We would like to acknowledge that Kwalikum Secondary School resides on Coast Salish Territory and 
within the shared territory of the Snaw’naw’as and Qualicum First Nations.

MESSAGE FROM THE ADMIN TEAM
Uy Skweyul, and welcome to December. 

We enter December with a breath of fresh island air and morning mist glistening on the treetops. With the 
days being at their shortest and the holiday season soon upon us, we continue to reflect on the natural beauty 
of the seasonal changes in this beautiful place we call home – the unceded territory of the Qualicum First 
Nation. 

During the professional development day on November 24th, staff participated in a facilitated discussion on 
trauma informed practice and had a shared experience in place-based learning. We recognized one staff 
member who has been with the district for 10 years, Ms. Dallas Ruff, and we collaborated within departments 
on priority items that continue to help guide us towards meeting our school and district goals.  

Student learning updates went home on November 20th and students on track for honour roll or principal’s list 
were recognized with a stamp on their reports for their efforts. Keep up the good work!

We are continuing to track attendance and will be reaching out to individuals concerning attendance patterns 
next week.  

Student voice held its third meeting on December 3rd and students were provided with some follow-up and 
updates on the previous agenda items. Looking ahead, we will continue to discuss items of importance to 
them, including enhancing school spirit and student activities.

During Homeroom this week, students and staff walked through the importance of looking after each other 
and being a good community member. The Hulqiminum term used to explain this best is ‘Xwiyu’ los’ tel. 
Students were then given the opportunity to write holiday cards for local seniors or organizations of their 
choosing. They were also given the opportunity to test their knowledge of our local biosphere and the 
interconnectedness of people and places ahead of our Biosphere Awareness Day on December 4th. 

Please join us on December 4th for Biosphere Awareness Day (open to the public from 3:30 – 5:00) and on 
December 10th for our Holiday Band Concert. 

Seasons greeting and best wishes

KSS Admin Team



 
 

 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

DECEMBER 

Tues. Dec. 2- PAC Meeting in the Library-6:30PM 

Wed. Dec. 3-Grad Parent Meeting in the Library-7pm 

-Seminar-Homeroom (First Wednesday of the month) 

Thurs. Dec. 4- Biosphere Awareness Day in the MPR- Public welcome after 3:15pm. 

 Purdy’s delivery for those who ordered. 

Wed. Dec. 10- KSS Winter Concert- 7pm in the MPR- Everyone is welcome! 

Tues. Dec. 16- Photos with Santa 

Fri. Dec. 19th- Last Day of school before the break. Classes resume Mon., Jan. 5th, 2026! 

 

COUNSELLING DEPARTMENT UPDATES 
Our Counselling Department is here to support students in all aspects of school life, from managing stress, 
friendships, and mental health to academic guidance, time management, and post-secondary support. 
Students can drop in, send us an email, or ask a teacher to connect us: 
Lindsey Ririe (last names A-L): lririe@sd69.bc.ca 

Grade 12’s who are interested in scholarship opportunities or support with post-secondary transitions can 
come see Ms. Ririe to be added to the Post-Secondary Prep Google Classroom. There are several upcoming 
open houses and scholarship opportunities posted, and our big round of local/district scholarships will come 
out after winter break. 
As we head into the winter months, remember to take care of your physical and mental health by getting 
enough rest, staying active in ways that feel good, and reaching out for support when you need it. Take time 
for the things that bring you comfort, joy, and connection! 

 



ATTENDANCE REPORTING 

To simplify attendance reporting and to easily view school and district messaging, please sign up for School 
Messenger. https://go.schoolmessenger.ca/#/home 

If you are not receiving school messages, please call the office and we will check your email settings. 

On the app you select attendance, your student and submit daily or future absences, our Grade 8/9 parents 
will recall this from elementary school. The cutoff time for excusing daily absences will be 2:30pm. 

If you are sending voicemails and emails to the attendance line, please ensure you say the first and last name 
of your student, or send an email to KSSAttendance@sd69.bc.ca  



 
 

 
 

 
BREAKFAST PROGRAM 
KSS has a breakfast program put on by the Parksville Fellowship Baptist Church. They are here Monday, 
Tuesday, and Thursday mornings from 8:30-8:50am. 
Free Bagels, fruit and yoghurt served in the Kondor Kitchen. 

 
KONDOR KITCHEN The Kondor Kitchen provides fresh meals available to all students for the low cost of $2 
per meal. Snacks and drinks are available throughout the day. To purchase lunch cards, visit the KSS website or 
click here. You can also bring cash or check to the office; cards are available in $20 & $40 denominations.  

 



 
 

 
 

 LOST AND FOUND 

Our office Lost and Found is overflowing with precious things. If your kids are missing jewelry, keys, 
headphones etc. Please stop by to identify and claim. We have Lost and Found boxes in the main foyer and 
outside the gym. Anything unclaimed will be donated during the winter holiday. 

 
 
SPORTS TEAM VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
If you are interested in volunteer coaching athletics at KSS, please contact our Athletic Director Taylor Wilson 
at twilson@sd69.bc.ca .Winter sports Nov-Mar we are looking for basketball coaches, grade 8 boys and Sr girls 
help specifically. In spring we will need track and field, girls’ soccer and badminton. 
 

CRIMINAL RECORD CHECKS 
If you would like to volunteer with the school this year, please follow this link to complete your criminal record 
check.  

https://justice.gov.bc.ca/screening/crrpa/org-access 

Access Code 

1OWHIXTD8V 

Cut and paste the access code to not mix up zeroes and o’s. Also send Kirsty an email once you have submitted 
your application,  Kelliot@sd69.bc.ca 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

GRADS! 
PLEASE BOOK YOUR PHOTO SESSIONS NOW! 
Grad Photo Sessions will be February 4th-8th, 2026. Artona will be setting up a trailer in the back parking lot 
for the photo sessions. To book an appointment, scan this QR code, or visit www.artona.com 

 

 

Composite photos for those not doing Graduation photos will take place on February 23, 2026. 

 Join the Facebook Group: “KSS 2026 GRAD PAC (KWALIKUM SECONDARY)” to stay in the loop. 

 December 3rd at 7pm in the library. 

  will be sold this month for $2 with the draw happening on December 30th. 

 
kssparentgrad@gmail.com . 

 Facebook group has fundraiser sign-up sheets to volunteer at: 

o -January 10th at KSS-  

o Email: kssgradparent@gmail.com to join the mailing list or volunteer. 

 Grad info is updated on our website:  

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

NEWSLETTER SIGN UP 

A reminder that to receive regular newsletters from the school a sign up is required. We will update you with a 
monthly newsletter that will come directly to your inbox once you sign up via our website (link below). Look 
for the black banner at the bottom of the page.  

https://www.sd69.bc.ca/school/kss/Pages/default.aspx#/= 

 

 
 
 

QUALICUM INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROGRAM   
The Qualicum International Student Program is still in need of homes at both Kwalikum and Ballenas for boys 
in grades 9-12. The stipend is $1100.00/month per student for the 2025/2026 school year.  We have many 
fantastic kids coming from Germany, Mexico, Spain, China and Japan who are still in need of homes, and we 
need to place them now for the Fall.  Please contact us directly as soon as possible at homestay@sd69.bc.ca.   

 

YEARBOOKS 2024/25 

Yearbooks and last year’s Learning Updates are still available for pick-up in the office. 

Diplomas for last year’s graduates have been mailed out. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

PAC INFO 
BEHIND EVERY GREAT SCHOOL IS A GROUP OF CAREGIVERS WHO READ THE FINE PRINT 
AND STILL SAY YES. 

If you're a parent or caregiver of a student at Kwalikum Secondary School, you're part of our Parent Advisory 
Council (PAC). 

That means YOU already have a seat at the PAC table!  

Sign up to receive our emails at ksspac@gmail.com and stay in the know about school events, PAC programs, 
and ways to get involved.  

Check out all the latest news on the KSS PAC WEBSITE 

 

 

Quick Links 
 School Cash Online:  

 Kondor Kitchen Lunch Cards:  = 

 Daily Announcement Slideshow: 
-2ad2-4fca-

856c-f15139e797e3&TemplateID=Announcement_Item#/= 

 KSS Website: = 

 = 

 My School Day App: -app.pdf 

 Go to the App Store to sign up for School Messenger to report student absences and receive School 
Cash Online:  

 Kondor Kitchen Lunch Cards: = 

 





 



 



Ocreanside

SUPPORT
EDUCATION
RESOURCES

DECEMBER 16 4:00PM - 6:00PMTH,

THE FAMILY PLACE, PARKSVILLE

UNDER
STAND EMPOWERsupport

D I S C O V E R Y P R O G R AM
CAREGIVER CONNECTION GROUP - SUBSTANCE USE

AND YOUR YOUTH

CONTACT: +250-927-2956 TO REGISTER

A group for
caregivers/parents to

talk, connect, and gain
resources around youth

and substance use

FOR THE OCEANSIDE COMMUNITY - 2025
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